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King inspects border post, meets 
with returning pilgrims 

King ^“lah on 
Wemesaay inspected die northern border cost of 

Mudawarah to examine the situation of uilimim i£L„; 

ksxseee 

™g°^ e ofl ^eloping borc^S 
pnwdmg them with neoessaty services to facilitairtvals 
and departures. The King, accompanied by HRH Prince Ali 
and Royal Court Quef Abdul Karim Kab^ne^rf. 
gmts for discussi ons on their views and suggestios fte 
King also inspected the Aqaba Railway Comaarim 
(ARCJ. ^Id talks with officials on the company's 

S’®- '^° 1 was briefed W Cotporadon Djrec- 

w Abdullah Khawaldeh on die ARC'S status, called for 
^ek^ig Cfflnprehensive solutions for the company's 
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NATO expands bombing campaign as Russia 


announces plan to send ship to Mediterranean 

Rugova calls for end to strikes; U.S. warns Serbia may lose Kosovo 



Russian navy sailors make preparations in Sevastopol Ukraine, on Wednesday, two days before Russia sends a 
warship to the Mediterranean in response to NATO air strikes against Yugoslavia (AP photo) 


Agencies 

NATO said cm Wednesday it 
was intensifying its bombing of 
Yugoslavia- as more terrified 
Albanians poured out of Koso- 
vo and Serfj troops were report- 
ed dosing in on a huge gather- 
ing of refugees inside the 
province. 

The Pentagon on Wednesday 
said NATO has struck the 
headquarters of elite Serbian 
special forces in the heart of 
Belgrade. 

The special unit corps that 
was hit late Tuesday has been 
carrying out reconnaissance 
and other missions in support 
of the Yugoslav army in Koso- 
vo, said Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon. 

Russia alarmed the United 
States on Wednesday when it 
said it was sending a reconnais- 
sance ship to die Mediter- 
ranean to monitor the Kosovo 
crisis and could dispatch up to 
six other navy vessels. 

The announcement followed 
a fresh torrent of Russian criti- 
cism of NATO air strikes on 
Yugoslavia after Prime Minis- 
ter Yevgeny Primakov returned 
empty-handed from a peace 
mission to Belgrade. 

"We are planning to send a 
reconnaissance ship to the 
Mediterranean,” Defence Min- 
ister Igor Sergeyev, who 
accompanied Primakov to Bel- 
grade on Tuesday, told a joint 
news conference with Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov. 


He said the ship would leave 
on Friday and aided: "The pos- 
sibility of moving other Russ- 
ian navy ships to the conflict 
zone is being considered bur as 
of today no decision has been 
taken.” 

The defence ministry was 
‘looking at more decisive 
means that could be recom- 
mended to the Russian leader- 
ship if the situation changes.” 
he said, but gave no details. 

State Department spokesman 
James Rubin said in Washing- 
ton the United States was con- 
cerned by the Russian plans. 

“While the Russian foreign 
ministry has made it quite clear 
that Russia does not intend to 
become entangled in the con- 
flict in the Balkans... the 
deployment of these ships we 
dco’t see as a particularly help- 
ful gesture,” Rubin said 

The Alliance ruled out any 
Easter pause in the air raids, 
with alliance General Klaus 
Naumann insisting ft would be 
“deeply inhumane” to give 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
a free hand to continue his 
offensive in Kosovo. 

Meanwhile, the Clinton 
administration, seeking to raise 
the cost to Yugoslavia for its 
scorched-earth torching of 
Kosovo, says Milosevic risks 
losing international support for 
his claim to the Serb province. 

White House spokesman Joe 
Ldckhatfsaid Wafiesday there 
has not been a shift in U.S. pol- 
icy that Kosovo should be an 


autonomous region. But he 
indicated that if Milosevic per- 
sists in his campaign of ethnic 
cleansing, Serbia could lose the 
province. 

Eventually. Lockhart said 
Kosovo “would become so 
radcalised that that - might 
prove impossible to keep as is. 
And also, the international 


community’s support for keep- 
ing Kosovo as part of Serbia 
would be eroded 1 ’ 

Lockhart was echoing a 
warning by Clinton on Tues- 
day that international support 
for Serbia's claim on the region 
could be jeopardised 
Clinton has said from the 
start of fee NATO campaign on 


March 24 that it would inpose 
a heavy toD on Milosevic’s 
means to wage war. 

On Tuesday, he said feat if 
Milosevic persists for long, 
“we will see that his military 
will be seriously diminished 
key ’ ralitay' -infrastructure 
destroyed the prospect for 
international support for Ser- 


bia’s claim to Kosovo increas- 
ingly jeopardised” 

The Vatican said Pope John 
Paul would send his foreign 
minister. Archbishop Jean- 
Louis Tjuran, to Belgrade on 
Thursday with a message for 
Milosevic. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Serb warlord Arkan indicted for crimes in Balkans war 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — Ser- 
bian militia chief Aikan lias 
been indicted as a war crimi- 
nal fee head of fee U.N. war 
crimes tribunal on Yugoslavia 
disclosed Wednesday amid 
reports feat he had been spot- 
ted in Kosovo. 

Arican — fee nom de 
guerre of Zeljko Raznatovic 
— was indicted for war 
crimes during the 1991-1995 
conflict in fee former 
Yugoslavia, Louise Arbour, 
fee tribunal’s chief prosecu- 
tor. told a press conference 
here. 

Arkan, 45. was previously 
not on fee list of identified 
war crimes suspects com- 
piled by fee International 
Criminal Tribunal for fee for- 
mer Yugoslavia (ICTY), 


although his name has long 
been rumoured to be on a 
secret list of indictees. 

Some names of suspects 
have been withheld from 
public release in order to help 
efforts to secure their arrest. 

“In light of the recent 
reports of his alleged involve- 
ment in Kosovo, I have 
decided to make public the 
existence of an indictment 
against Zeljko Raznatovic, 
otherwise known as Alton.” 
Arbour said. 

“1 have therefore obtained 
an order from fee judge today 
feat fee warrant for his arrest 
made public and attempts are 
being made now to serve that 
warrant to fee Yugoslav 
embassy in fee Hague." 

Arkan is head of a 1. 000- 


member private army called 
the Tigers. It is notorious for 
atrocities feat were carried 
out in Vukovar. Croatia and 
at Bijeljna, Bosnia ai fee start 
of fee breakup of fee former 
Yugoslavia. 

Arbour did not reveal 
details of the accusations. 

“The [release] order does 
not apply to fee indictment 
itself, which will remain a 
sealed document of die tri- 
bunal until fee accused is 
arrested,” she explained. 

Arbour added she was 
“conscious of fee expecta- 
tions of the international 
community that al] efforts 
wfll be made to prevent the 
commission of war crimes in 
Kosovo,” 

Ethnic Albanian groups in 


western Europe this week 
said feat Alton had been 
spotted in Pristina, the Koso- 
vo capital and feat his forces 
had been taking part in “eth- 
nic cleansing” of fee 
province. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook on Monday said 
Arkan and his men had been 
integrated into the Yugoslav 
army. 

Alton replied his men 
“have not yet left for Koso- 
vo... but we will be there very 
shortly if even one NATO 
soldier puts his foot on 
Yugoslav sofl.” 

The former ice cream sales- 
man and ex-bank robber is 
also wanted by Interpol on 
Other charges. 

According to witness testi- 


mony. fee Tigers swept into 
villages, raping, looting, pro- 
voking terror and carrying 
out ethnic cleansing. 

Sarajevo Television regu- 
larly airs library footage of an 
incident in March 1992 
showing Biljana Plavsic — 
who subsequently became 
Bosnian Serb president — 
embracing Alton in fee 
streets of Bijeljna with Mus- 
lim corpses in fee back- 
ground. 

Later a member of fee Ser- 
bian parliament, elected by 
fee hardline Kosovo Serbs, 
Alton’s marriage to a popu- 
lar singer of Serbian folk 
music gave him celebrity sta- 
tus in Serbia. 

This was enhanced when 
last year his football club. 


Obilic, reached the qualifying 
rounds of a European soccer 
tournament. 

He denies all accusations 
lodged against him by fee 
West 

Arbour added that the 
Yugoslav embassy in the 
Netherlands had refused to 
accept the original of an open 
letter from the tribunal to fee 
Belgrade government, 
entreating Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic and 
other Serbian officials to 
“deter” any war crimes. 

The embassy received a fax 
of the letter last Friday “but 
refused on Monday to accept 
the originals of these letters... 
I can have no other assurance 
that my letters have actually 
reached them,” Arbour said. 


One killed, one hurt in Palestinian 
clash in Lebanon 

TRIPOLI (R) — One man was killed and another was 
wounded in a clash in Baddawi Palestinian refugee 
camp in fee northern city of Tripoli, a security source 
said on Wednesday. The source said the clash 
occurred between followers of Nayef Hawatmeh. the 
leader of fee Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). and those who split from the group 
after he shook hands with Israeli President Ezcr Weiz- 
man. Hawatmeh’s move last February was con- 
demned by some members of fee group. A Damascus- 
based alliance, to which the DFLP belongs and which 
opposes fee PLO peace deals with Israel, said it was 
“a shameful action." 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 

Government set 
for confidence 


vote on Saturday 


BylkreqAyyoub 

AMMAN — The newly 
appointed government of 
Abdur-Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh, 
facing fee twin challenges of 
shaping up the economy and 
improving relations wife Arab 
states, will seek to win a vote of 
confidence from Parliament on 
Saturday. 

Rawabdeh and several veter- 
an ministers spent most of die 
five-day ‘Eid AI Adha holiday 
drafting a “realistic policy 
statement” which wiD be sub- 
mitted to the Lower House on 
Saturday. 

A House source said a sever- 
al-day debate over the govern- 
ment’s statement will start on 
Tuesday, with most lawmakers 
expected to take part in the dis- 
cussion. 

“From what we can discern 
from fee government, the state- 
ment wiD be mote frank, direct 
and to the point Its major con- 
cern will be the economic 
plight of the countiy," said a 
deputy, who asked not to be 
named. 

He was referring to the $6.8 
billion foreign debt with an 
annual debt servicing amount- 
ing to $812 mflBan. 

Among the economic, chal- 
lenges Jordan faces are fee high 
unemployment and poverty 
rates which hamper economic 
growth in the Kingdom. 

Government estimations put 
tiie unemployment rate at 16 
percent compared to unofficial 
estimates of 27 per cent, while 
many believe that one-third of 
Jordan's 4.6 million population 
are living below fee poverty 
line. 

The deputy said that during 
Rawabdeh’s meetings with 
lawmakers over the past two 
weeks, the premier ‘‘informed 
us feat improving Jordan’s 
relations wife Arab states tops 
his agenda.” 

The deputy added feat be 
does not expea any mqjor 
change in Jordan’s policy 
towards Israel despite a recent 
row over Tel Aviv's plan to 
reduce the Kingdom’s share of 
water coming from Lake 
Tiberias. 

‘The peace wife Israel is a 
strategic choice for the King- 
dom. I do not think feat fee 
premier can change anything in 
this matter." the deputy said. 

Deputies who spoke to the 
Jordan Times said feat Rawab- 
deh is expected to win between 
60 and 65 votes in fee 80- 


member House, despite recent 
rows between two ministers 
and some deputies which 
angered Parliament blocs in the 
House. 

‘These are personal differ- 
ences which will not affect the 
number of votes Rawabdeh 
will manage to win,” Deputy 
Salem Hiyari said. 

Hiyari was referring to a row 
between Interior Minister 
Nayef Qadi and Deputy 
Mljhim Sqour two weeks ago 
and another spat between Min- 
ister of Municipal, Rural, Envi- 
ronmental and Parliamentary 
Affairs Tawfiq Kreishan and 
Deputy Khalil Atiyah. 

Following these arguments, 
many deputies vowed that they 
would withhold confidence in 
Rawabdeh 's government 

“The premier has exerted 
much effort to contain these 
problems, and they will not 
affect his popularity among 
lawmakers,” another deputy 
said. 

Some deptties and observers 
said Rawabdeh could also face 
problems from traditionally 
pro-government deputies, such 
as former House Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Srour and Faisal Dough- 
mi, both centrist lawmakers 
who have been highly vocal in 
their criticism of~ fee premier 
during recent Parliament ses- 
sions. 

But one deputy said that 
Rawabdeh’s experience as an 
elected lawmaker since 1989 
has prepared him well 

‘The prime minister knows 
how to deal wife deputies and 
he knows very well how to win 
their votes,” the deputy told the 
Jordan Times. 

In order to rally support for 
his government, Rawabdeh 
held meetings wife opposition 
party leaders, including the 
Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment, which boycotted the 
1997 elections. 

He also met wife the 13 pro- 
fessional union leaders, fierce 
opponents of the Kingdom's 
peace treaty wife Israel 

During these meetings. 
Rawabdeh discussed the need 
to review the controversial 
Press and Publications Law 
and the one person, one vote 
system, introduced by the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Salam 
Majali in 1997. 

“Rawabdeh has done his 
homework for the confidence 
test," said one deputy com- 
ma! ting on the premier's meet- 
ings wife fee opposition. 


♦ Muslim Brotherhood members deny reports 
of internal debate on relations with Hamas 


Record number of parties 
in Israeli general elections 


By Saad G. Hatlar 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood in Jordan is 
witnessing a growing inter- 
nal debate as to whether fee 
powerful movement should 
break off ties wife fee Islam- 
ic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, a local weekly 
newspaper reported on 
Wednesday. 

The Brotherhood’s key 
members, however, denied 
t fee report. 

The often authoritative Al 
Majd weekly, citing hardline 
Islamic sources, said "hawk- 
ish and dovish trends" with- 
in fee Brotherhood have 
locked horns in a heated 
debate over the prospects of 
eventual "disengagement" 
wife Hamas. 

The “hawks” said fee 
debate touched off a recent 
crackdown by fee authorities 
on Brotherhood circles sus- 
pected of having affiliations 
wife or sympathies towards 
^ Hamas. 

™ The security services have 
rounded up 15 Brotherhood 


members since fee begin- 
ning of 1999 and questioned 
them about their alleged 
links wife fee Hamas. 

But His Majesty King 
Abdullah ordered fee release 
of all suspects prior to fee 
•Eid AI Adha following a 
meeting wife a Brotherhood 
delegation led by the move- 
ment’s overall leader, Abdul 
Majeed ThneibaL 

Having been released by 
fee authorities, fee 15 sus- 
pects are now facing partisan 
interrogation by fee Brother- 
hood’s leadership, which 
took up fee mission of prob- 
ing their alleged ties with 
Hamas, according to fee 
weekly paper. 

The Brotherhood leader- 
ship set up a "higher interro- 
gation panel" entrusted wife 
punishing members “proven 
to have links with Hamas, 
fee report said 

The leadership is bound to 
take ‘‘matters into its own 
hands regarding Hamas 
sympathisers, so as not to 
anger fee authorities,” 
Islamist “hawkish” sources 


told fee paper. 

But the Brotherhood lead- 
ership, as well as several 
active roe rubers, denied fee 
existence of such a squabble 
within fee movement’s 
ranks. 

“I have never heard of 
such a debale,” said Moham- 
mad Abu Fares, a hardline 
Brotherhood member and 
former Islamist deputy. “1 
was surprised when I read 
fee weekly’s report and I 
don’t think it is true. Other- 
wise. I should have known 
about it,” Abu Fares told fee 
Jordan Times. 

Abu Fares, a member of 
fee Shura Council, refuted 
Al Majd’s report regarding 
an overlap of allegiance 
between Hamas and fee Jor- 
danian Brotherhood. 

“It is only natural to be 
sympathetic wife Hamas,” 
he noted. “The Brotherhood 
should be honoured to have 
a military wing engaged in 
efforts to salvage fee reli- 
gious sites from fee Jews ” 
Abu Fares added in refer- 
ence to the Islamic holy siies 


in occupied Jerusalem. 

Abu Fares recalled feat fee 
“Hamas charter stipulates 
that it is the strong and strik- 
ing wing of the Brother- 
hood” in Palestine. 

Several hardline members 
echoed Abu Fares’ remarks. 

The generally pro-estab- 
lishment Jordanian Brother- 
hood was formed in the 
1950s. as a spin-off to fee 
Cairo-based Islamic flag- 
ship. 

Hamas came to the fore in 
1988, just after fee intifada 
had flared in fee Gaza Strip 
and fee West Bank. 

The group enjoys mainly 
fee support of Jordanian 
Brotherhood members, espe- 
cially those who trace their 
roots to Palestinian origin. 

The underground military 
wing of Hamas. Izzeddine 
Al Qassam Brigades, has 
claimed responsibility for 
numerous violent attacks on 
Israeli targets inside the Jew- 
ish state. 

Jordan has never officially 
acknowledged the presence 
of Hamas on its soil. 


Under intermittent prod- 
ding by the Palestine Nation- 
al Authority and Israel Jor- 
dan — which struck a peace 
treaty with the Jewish state 
in 1994 — has had to rein in 
Hamas members here on 
several occasions. 

The Kingdom refers to 
Hamas’ presence here as 
merely a group of Jordanian 
nationals involved solely in 
media spheres. 

The reported interrogation 
panel has incurred fee wrath 
of the “hawkish” wing with- 
in fee Brotherhood, which is 
in favour of "continued 
brotherly relations with 
Hamas.” 

This wing accused fee 
Brotherhood leadership of 
courting fee government at 
the expense of extended 
links with Hamas, reported 
AJMajd. 

The hawks have launched 
a campaign within fee 
Brotherhood to muster sup- 
port against what they 
termed as “an authoritative 
group within fee Brother- 
hood leadership.” 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
voters will have to choose from 
a record 33 political parties aid 
six prime ministerial hopefuls 
when they go to the polls in 
May, according to fee official 
list of candidates issued 
Wednesday. 

The plethora of political par- 
ties — 13 more than contested 
the previous general elections 
in 1996 — reflects a splintering 
of Israeli society and an elec- 
toral system which encourages 
issue-oriented groups to seek a 
voice in fee 120-roejnber Knes- 
set, analysts said. 

“IsraeU society is increasingly 
breaking down into distinct 
sectors and inrerest groups,” 
said Gaude Klein, a political 
analyst and law professor at 
Jerusalem’s Hebrew Universi- 

*y- 

Israel’s system of proportion- 
al representation, in which par- 
ties are given seats in parlia- 
ment according to the percent- 
age of fee overall vote their 
tickets’ receive, means fear any 
group which can gamer 50.000 
votes can win a spot in parlia- 
ment. 


“Since there are at least 

50.000 dope smokers in Israel 

50.000 pensioners, and 50,000 
Jews from this or feat countiy, 
parties representing these 
groups can afi try their hand in 
fee elections,” Klein told AFP. 

The trend has been exacer- 
bated since Israel adopted for 
the 1996 elections a unique sys- 
tem of directly electing its 
prime ministej: 

Previously the head of the 
largest party in the Knesset 
became premia; discouraging 
voters who hoped to influence 
die choice of premia- from cast- 
ing ballots for minor parties. 

Now voters can split then- 
ballots, choosing one party 
leader for pome minister and 
backing the parliamentary tick- 
et of a smaller group. 

When fee central election 
committee closed its registra- 
tion for fee polls at midnight 
Tuesday, 33 parties were signal 
up, 20 of them created for tins 
year's race. 

Topping the list are mam- 
stream groups led by the One 
Israel alliance built around the 
Labour Party of Ehud Barak. 


and Prim? Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud 
bloc. 

They are followed by the new 
Centre Party headed by former 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and other Likud 
defectors, die ultra-Orthodox 
Sephardi party Shas. the fur- 
right National Religious Party 
and the Russian immigrant 
group Israel B' Aliya. 

But the list also includes 
fringe groups like the Green 
Leaf Party which wants to 
decriminalise marijuana and 
the Casino Party advocating the 
legalisation of gambling. 

Other lists on the right 
include the new Herut Party Ted 
by forma- Likud veteran Benny 
Begin and a second Russian 
immigrant group, Israel Our 
Home, Iteaded by Netanyahu's 
former chief of staff, Avigdor 
Lieberman. 

To the left of One Israel lie 
Meretz, flag-beater of the secu- 
lar. pro-peace cause, and a new 
workers party. One People, 
headed by the leader of die 
powerful Histadrut trade union 
federation Amir Peretz. 
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Government expected to declare 


1 water contingency plan soon 


By Ahmad Khatib 


AMMAN — Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Kamel 
Mahadin said on Wednes- 
day the government is 
expected to declare its con- 
tingency plan early next 
week to stave off a possible 
water shortage this summer 
due to a regional drought. 

“The scheme might be 
announced on Sunday or 
Monday." Mahadin told the 
Jordan Times, without giv- 
ing further details. 

High on the programme's 
list of priorities will be 
bringing under government 
control 1 .650 privately- 


owned wells, rationing 
water supplies and possibly 
banning some high-water- 
consumption crops, accord- 
ing to officials. 

After a Cabinet session 
chaired by His Majesty 
King Abdullah earlier last 
month to mainly discuss the 
water situation. Prime Min- 
ister Abdur-Ra'uf S. 
Rawabdeh said the plan 
will be announced on April 
1. 

King Abdullah has said 
immediate action must be 
taken to set up short-and- 
long-term solutions to 
develop water resources 
and ration consumption in 


order to help fend off Jor- 
dan's chronic water short- 
age, the most pressing 
national issue. 

Jordan relies mainly on 
rainwater to meet domestic, 
agricultural and industrial 
water needs, which is 
tapped from surface water 
sources, such as rivers, and 
renewable groundwater 
sources. Rainfall, which 
dipped to just wo per cent 
of the seasonal average in 
December and January, 
accounts for about 60 per 
cent of Jordan’s water sup- 
ply. 

Around 300 million cubic 
metres (mcm) of water is 


used annually for domestic 
purposes, while industry 
consumes 50 mcm and 
agriculture around 650 
mcm. 

According to the recent 
available statistics, water 
levels in the King TaJal 
Dam have dropped from 
72mcm to 33. 1 mcm. Wadi 
Arab Dam from 16 mcm to 
9.8 mcm. Ziglab Dam from 

3.5 mcm to 1.2 mcm. 
Sha'eb Dam from 1.34 
mcm to 341,000 cubic 
metres, Kafrain Dam from 

8.5 mcm to 372.000 cubic 
metres and the desert and 
Karameh dams are nearly 
empty. 


OIC Societies in Kingdom support 
NATO attacks against Yugoslavia 


AMMAN CJ-T.) — The 
Council of Islamic Organi- 
sations and Societies in Jor- 
dan on Wednesday sent 
memoranda to the heads of 
state of the U.S., Britain. 

France and Germany, 
expressing support and 
appreciation of their effors 
to end to what it called Ser- 
bian barbaric attacks on the 
people of Kosovo. 

“From the Islamic point 
of view, we can only con- 
gratulate the NATO alliance 
for coming to the aid of the 
Kosovo people of Albanian 
origin who are targeted by 
the Serbs and their govern- 
ment in a campaign of 


genocide.” said the memo- 
randa signed by the coun- 
cil's secretary general. 
Abdul Latif Subeidi. 

The memos which were 
handed to the four coun- 
tries' envoys in Jordan 
described the Serbian 
attacks as "unparalleled in 
their brutality during the 
20th century’* and “an out- 
rageous violation of 
international laws and basic 
human rights." 

“Serbia's genocidal war 
on the defenceless people of 
Kosovo is a stigma on the 
face of all nations which are 
in a position to help stop the 
massacre, but fail to do so.” 


the memoranda continued. 

They said the European 
nations should take prompt 
action to provide protection 
to the people of Kosovo 
before it is too late. 

“We call on the world 
community to come to the 
aid of the Albanian popula- 
tion of Kosovo, not because 
they are M us I i ms but 
because they are human 
beinss and brothers and sis- 
ters of the Christians and 
the Buddhists and the fol- 
lowers of all other faiths 
who condmen injustice and 
barbaric acts against 
humans." said to the memo- 
randa. 


The council's memoran- 
dum said NATO operations 
that aim to liberate the 
Kosov i.i population from 
oppression are noble acU 
which will be remembered 
and appreciated by the 
whole world. 

The memorandum fol- 
lowed His Majesty King 
Abdullah'* expression of 
concern over and condem- 
nation of the reported Serb 
actions and ethnic cleansing 
of the Albanian people of 
Kosovo. 

The King directed the 
eov eminent to send human- 
itarian and medical assis- 
tance to victims. 


PNA might reduce customs 
fees on Jordanian goods 


GAZA (Petra) — The 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) is cur- 
rently studying a Jordan- 
ian government request to 
reduce customs duty on 
Jordanian trucks trans- 
porting goods to the Pales- 
tine self-rule areas, 
according to PNA Minis- 
ter of Economy and Trade 
Maher Masri on Wednes- 
day. 

The minister, who spoke 
in Gaza to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, said 
the PNA will shortly con- 
clude an agreement with 
Israel to expand the list of 
goods exchanged between 


Jordan and the PNA to 
1,300 commodities and 
products which will be 
transported by trucks. 

Masri said the PNA is 
keen to remove all obsta- 
cles and barriers that cur- 
rently impede the free 
flow of trade between the 
two countries in particular 
and between Palestine and 
other Arab states includ- 
ing Egypt. Masri 
expressed hope that the 
PNA will take control of 
the “trade route” on the 
King Hussein Bridge in 
April, in accordance with 
a plan and new arrange- 
ments to facilitate the flow 


of goods. 

To date, the minister 
said. Israel controls goods 
exchange procedures at 
the bridge, and the Israeli 
authorities were responsi- 
ble for most delays. Masri 
also said the Israelis delay 
import-export operations 
between Palestine and Jor- 
dan by demanding that 
Jordanian products 
respond to Israel’s specifi- 
cations and standards and 
that the Jordanian goods 
be unloaded at the bridge 
for inspection before com- 
pleting their journey to the 
Palestinian territory. 


Investigator doubts Iraq in Sadr case 


GENEVA (R) — A U.N. 
investigator cast severe 
doubts on Wednesday on 
the Iraqi government's 
assertion it had nothing to 
do with the recent murder 
of a Shiite Muslim cleric. 

“There are unfortunate- 
ly many indications that 
the government is not as 
innocent as it declares 
itself to be,” former 
Dutch Foreign Minister 
Max van der Stoel said. 

Van der Stoel was refer- 
ring to the case of Grand . 
Ayatollah Mohammad 
Sadeq A1 Sadr, gunned 
down with his two sons in 
Iraq in February. Iraq has 
said the attack was a plot 
carried out bv forces try- 


ing to break down the 
unity of the country. 

Van der Stoel. the U.N. 
special rapporteur for 
human rights in Iraq, said 
the fact that Sadr was the 
third leading Shiite cleric 
killed in Iraq inside a year 
was highly suspicious. 

“We all know that the 
security' apparatus of Iraq 
functions in a very effec- 
tive way." he told a news 
briefing in Geneva, where 
he was to address the 
U.N. Human Rights 
Commission. 

“One could imagine 
that in such a security 
system, it would be possi- 
ble that one murder 
would be committed. But 


now we see three murders 
in one year of leading 
Shiite clerics in a country 
where security services 
dominate the whole of 
life.” 

Van der Stoel also noted 
that Sadr had called for 
the release of Shiite cler- 
ics from prison the week 
before he died. 

There have been recur- 
rent reports of unrest 
between President Sad- 
dam's Sunni-led admin- 
istration and Shiite Mus- 
lims. mostly centred in 
southern Iraq, where gov- 
ernment forces crushed a 
Shiite rebellion in 1991. 

Iraqi opposition figures 
said Sadr’s death had 


sparked widespread riots 
and other disturbances 
Iraq has denied there was 
any unrest and said earli- 
er this month it had cap- 
tured some of Sadr’s 
killers. It also said it had 
apprehended some of 
those responsible when it 
reported his death on Feb. 
20 . 

The two other ayatol- 
lahs killed in Iraq last 
vear were Grand Avatol- 
lah Sheikh Mirza Ati A1 
Gharaw i . shot dead in 
June. and Ayatollah 
Sheikh Murtada Al Brou- 
jerdi. gunned dow n in 
April. 

Van der Stoel also noted 
that unidentified 


assailants had attacked 
and wounded another 
senior Shiite clergyman. 
Ayatollah Sheikh Bashir 
Najafi. in January this 
year. 

Iraq has repeatedly con- 
demned Van der Stoel. 
who has been special rap- 
porteur for the country 
since 1991 and whose 
reports have painted a 
bleak picture of extreme 
human rights violations. 

Iraq called last week on 
the Human Rights Com- 
mission. which began its 
annual six-week session 
in Geneva earlier this 
month, to remove the 
Dutchman from his post. 
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Frenchman travels world to promote Red Cross-Red Crescent ideals 


By Dana Charkasi 


AMMAN — A 53-year-old 
Frenchman is touring the 
vvprid at his own expenses 
to visit 160 Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies 
around the world with the 
aim of spreading the mes- 
sage of peace, dignity, 
benevolence and humanity. 

“My journey is a good 
opportunity to promote the 
ideals of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies 
which include humanity, 
dignity and benevolence,” 
Gerard Starck told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

During an official cere- 
mony on Tuesday. Starck 
handed the president of the 
Jordan Nationa Red Cres- 
cent Society, Mohammad 
Al Hadid, a red ribbon 
symbolising the solidarity 
between all the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies 
in the world. Starck also 
forwarded a present from 


the Red Crescent Society 
in Kuwait — which was his 
prior stop — to Hadid as a 
Sign of friendship. Hadid. 
on his part, handed Starck 
:a present to forward to the 
next Red Crescent Society 
on his journey: Lebanon. 

After the official hand- 
ing-over ceremony. Starck 
said that meeting people 
would strengthen" the ties 
between the peoples of the 
world. 

“When you open the 
newspapers, or when 
watching television, one 
has the impression that the 
world is a whole battle- 
field. But when you meet 
people from all kinds of 
countries personally, like I 
am doing at the moment, 
you meet very good, enthu- 
siastic, and hospitable peo- 
ple,” he said. 

“I think that 98 per cent 
of the people in the world 
are very friendly. I think it 
is possible to have a world 


without wars and troubles." 
he added. 

Starck. whose tour start- 
ed from the Geneva Secre- 
tariat of the International 
Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies 
in October 1997. is plan- 
ning to tour the world in 45 
months during which he 
will drive over 200.000 
kilometres. 

“I have been dreaming 
about touring the world 
since my childhood days. I 
had to fulfil this dream 
now as I am not getting 
younger,” he said. 

As a Red Cross member. 
Starck had the idea of con- 
necting his dream of tour- 
ing the world to the promo- 
tion of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent principles which 
he supports in his volun- 
tary work for the French 
Red Cross. 

The tour is promoted by 
the French Red Cross, in 
cooperation with the 



Hadid (left) and Starck (right) (Petra photo) 


International Federation 
but fully financed and 
organised by Starck him- 
self. 

The International Red 


Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement included Star- 
ck's tour around the world 
in dozens of year 2000 pro- 
motional activities and has 


committed itself to 
strengthe humanitarian 
action in the next Millenni- 
um. 

“Our mission is to help 


the vulnerable and victims 
and to presen e their digni- 
ty. And this will also be"the 
slogan which • wei will be- 
earn ing into the next Mil- 
lennium. (Starck ‘s] trip is 
showing the solidarity 
within "the movement of 
Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies. On such an 
occasion, we would like to 
show the world that we still 
care and that we will 
always care.” Mohammad 
Al Hadid. president of the 
Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The Red Cross was 
founded by Swiss humani- 
tarian Jean-Henry Dunant 
in 1863 after his bad expe- 
riences during the Battle of 
Solferino in 1859 in World 
War II of Italian Indepen- 
dence. The humanitarian 
agency cared for victims of 
battle, and later worked to 
prevent and relieve of 
human suffering in gener- 


al. The Red Crescent start- , 
ed in Turkey in 1S76 after - 1 
the Crimean War between 
Russia and Ottoman Turk. 

Starck. who said he likes 
to experience as many 
challenges as possible, has 
already worked as a jour- 
nalist. as the manager of 
the organisation of Citroen 
racing cars between 1991 
to 1993. has participated in 
plane races, such as a race 
between London and Paris 
in 19S3. and has participat- 
ed in many sailing races of 
which the most famous 
was the “America's Cup," 
one of the largest sailing 
races in the world. 

"We'll see what else the * 
future will bring to me.” 
said Starck enthusiastical- 
ly. “Jordan is a very beauti- 
ful country... Unfortunately, 

I don't have much time. 

But I plan to come back to 
Jordan after 1 finish ray 
travel around the world.” 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel 47731 J 1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Thursday Programmes 

19:00 Xe Journal 

19:15 — Betes Pas Beies 

19 JO News headlines 

19:33 .Passages 

20:00 World of Museum 

20:30 Dr. Quin, the Medicine 
Women 

21:15 — — Encounter 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 ...Feature film: Crimes of 
Fashion — “Sleep Walker” 


Friday Programmes 

19:00 -Le Journal 

19:15 Great Moments in Sci- 
ence and Technology 
19 JO News headlines 


19-33 .... 

2<h30 ... 

— Sene - Le Raria 

21:15 ...J3BC Single Documentray 

22:00 .... 

News in English 

22*30 ... 

-Millenium 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:02 ..... 

(K-'M 

- JFajr 

11:40 


15:12 


17:58 _ 

Maghreb 

19:17 

-...‘Isha 


Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speakiog Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St. John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646I3S 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
Geh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Langu ag e 
Catholic Parish Tel. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

Die Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


Deserts 06/20 

Jordan Valley 11/25 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 27. 
Humidity readings: Amman 
32 per cent. Aqaba 34 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 


Ajloun 08/16 

Jerash 12/20 

UmQays 10/21 

Madaba 10/18 

Petra 10/20 

Dead Sea 14/26 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Food Control Cencre.....4637U 1 
Civil Dribice Department .5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue Police 192. 462111 1,4637777 

Fire Brigade -.4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic dice. 4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints _5605$0Q 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

1 Waer&Scw®c«Cai(iaiiis ACPTASl 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ............0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

,.4623101 


Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .5607431 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 


Ihiiversity Hospital — .5353444 
Al-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir 4775111/26 

Army, Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 


department or the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
( 44)53200-5 , where it should 
always he verified. Information on 
other flights can tv supplied on 
phone 44 { 52700). Information cm 
Royal Wings flights can he sup- 
plied on phone 4873201-5 


20:25 ... — .Tel Aviv iLY> 

20:40 -...Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK, 

90:25 .Moscow tSLti 

-Amsterdam! KL i 

04:10 London tBA» 

98:20 -...Alexandria i BA) 


ARRIVALS 


Al Amai Cancer Centre .3353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 


ZARQA: 
ZatpCovL Hospital. 


405)083323 


Zarcp National Hospital ,.iG5)90Q560 

Fbn Sina Hospital [05)98673 1 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(05)990990 ' 


AMMAN: 

Dc Abbas Hakka. 


,4885446 


WEATHER 


Dn Ara&t Asfahab 5602507 

Dc Jamal Jbarah. 5347351 

Dc AvmanMuhtaseb-,4875748 


Abdali TeL Repairs 2*661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority -5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .58156 15 

Electric Fewer Co. ,463638 1 

RJ Flight- information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Aiiport -44-53200 


IRBED: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
fbn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital — -(02)7103 ICO 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08:05 . — Sanaa (RJ) 

99:05 Bombay (RJ) 

09:05 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJi 

09:30...._ New Delhi (RJi 

99:40 - Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

99:45 Doha. Bahrain tRJ) 

10:15 .... ... — Beirut (RJ i 

10:30 Colombo iRJ) 

1*45 Jeddah (add) (RJi 

15:20 Nw York. Amsterdam (RJ> 

15:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

16:30 — London <Rjj 

17:15 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:10 .. Athens (RJi 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

08:50 Aqaba (arriving at QALA) 
(RW» 

13:45 Tel Aviv (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18: 00 .Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport MRW, 

23:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAlAuRW) 


CHURCHES 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Td 4624590 

Terra Saocta Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 


It will be relatively cold, partly 
cloudy skies, with expected 
scattered showers, and winds 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, partly cloudy 
skies. Winds northerly active, 
and seas choppy. 

Amman 07/17 

Aqaba 13/26 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 

Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RubnAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 


HOSPITALS 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20141 1 1 


IRBID: 

Dr. Lotfi Sbalabi......! 02)241 789 

Fou'ad Pharmacy (02)275360 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 


The Islamic, Abdli ......0666131/7 

Hussein Medical Cemre.._5856S56 
Luzmiln .4630195 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hilai Al Sayyid.105 13852902 
Palestine Phannacy..(05)y83562 


KhaM Maternity — ..4644281/6 

Akileh Maemity* 464244 1 n 

Jabal Amman Maremitv._4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. >..,4636140 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


19:15 —Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ> 
20:20 Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 

22:45 Kuwait (add) (RJ) 

22:50 Lamaca (RJi 

00:45 Paris (RJ> 

91:00 Jeddah iRj) 

91:15 — Jeddah (RJ) 

91:45 Jeddah (RJ) 


For Friday 

08:50 Aqaba (arriving at OAiA> 
(RW) 

17:30 Gaza (am" vine at OAK) 
(RW) ~ 

18:00 ..Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RWj 

18:40 Tel Aviv (arriving ai 
QALAHRW) 


departures 


This information is supplied by 
Roval Jordanian (RJi information 


Other Flights 

13=15 — — ^Riyadh (SVj 

14:10 — Shariqah(AH) 

14:45 -..DohaiQR) 

1^:55 Dubai (EK) 

17=25 -Muscat. Dubai (GF) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:05 .... Pins (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FliPhLs 

Beirut (RJ, 

Jeddah (add,, Rj, 

{HJt Jeddah iadd, 1 Rj, 

- Aqaba. PariN (RJ, 

. J : J* Tunis. Casablanca iRj ( 

-Shannon. Chicueo(RJi 

-Jeddah, add) (Rj, 

jj00 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain 1 RJ 1 

17.,- ■; London (RJ) 

19^5 Kuwait, add., Rj, 

Lamaca (RJ, 


20:00 Jeddah tadduRJ) 

20:00 Jeddah laddi(RJ) • 

20:30 Jeddah (add) <RJ) i 

22:00 Jeddah ("RJc 

23:30 ..Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

°2=09 Jeddah (RJ). 

02=29 Brussels. Paris (RJ)- 

02:30 Jeddah (RJ); 

93:00 Jeddah (RJ) — 

93=30 Jeddah (RJ). 

04:00 Jeddah (RJ>: 

1 

Other Flights ; 

05:50 —Damascus Frankfurt |LHl 

14:45 Riyadh (5V) j 

15:00 ....Anna hah. .Algiers (AH) ; 

15:33 DohaiQR): 

17:00 ..Damascus. Dubai (EK) | 
18:15 Abu Dhabi Muscat (GF) j 

20:00 - Beinn (ME)' 

2(h5 ° -Tel Aviv iLY); 

21:40 Cairo (MS): 

01 ^3 Moscow (SU> ; 

1,2:1;i —Amsterdam (KL) * 

J 4 -’ 45 Alexandria (BA) : 

™ :0 ° -Istanbul (TK) j 

J* 2 * Paris (AF)' 

09:05 London (BA) f 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights I 
For Thursday j 

98:30 Aqaba (from Maika Air- 
pom (RW) 

11:30 Td Aviv (from Maria Air- ! 
ponuRW, 

19*fc... Aqaba (from Maria Air- j 
port 1 1 RW, j 

20:15 Tel Aviv (from Maria Air- * 
port MRW) j 

I 

for Friday 

08:30 Aqaba ( from Marka Air- j 
pwtHRWi [ 

(RW* 03/3 Ift0m NIarfcl Aitpcrt^ 

16:15 Tel Aviv (from QAIAMRW) j 

Jk30 --Aqaba 1 from QAIA) (RW)j 
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Home News 

Time runs out for illegal labourers today 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, April 1-2, 1999 


By Mohammad 
Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The grace 
period granted to foreign 
labourers to legalise their 
status in the Kingdom 
expires today amid official 
complaints concerning the 
lack of cooperation among 
the government agencies in 
cracking down on violators. 

The Public Security 
Department (PSD) on 
Wednesday said foreigners, 
as of Thursday, will have to 
report their place of resi- 
dence to police when they 
enter the country or, if for- 
eigners have been in the 
country for some rime, they 
should report their place of 
residence to the nearest 
police station immediately. 

According to the new reg- 
ulations of the residency 
law, foreigners who enter 
the country have to com- 
plete an entry form which 
includes their name, nation- 
ality, place of birth, passport 
number, place and date of 
passport issue, their address 
and the purpose of their 
visit. 

The two-part form will be 
kept at the point of entry 
while the other will be 
attached to the passport. 
According to the new reg- 


ulations. landlords must 
inform the police of the 
identity of foreign tenants in 
less than 48 hours. Owners 
of furnished apartments 
must inform police in less 
than 24 hours. They must 
also immediately inform the 
police as soon as the tenant 
leaves the rented place. 

A labour ministry official 
argued that the key factor in 
controlling the labour mar- 
ket in the Kingdom lies in 
cooperation among govern- 
ment departments, 

“Cooperation between dif- 
ferent parties in organising 
the local labour market is 
almost nonexistent,” said 
Bahjat Quteishat, head of 
the labour ministry's 
employment department. 

The Ministry of Labour 
checks on foreigners work- 
ing in _ factories, private 
companies and institutions, 
while the Ministry of Interi- 
or is responsible for guest 
workers who have menial 
jobs in the construction and 
services sector and who 
work as general handymen. 
The Amman Municipality is 
concerned with foreigners 
working as street vendors 
and in private shops. 

“The campaign is ongoing 
and whoever is caught with- 
out a working permit is 


immediately deported,” said 
Saleh Tarawneh, secretary 
general of the Ministry of 
Labour. 

In its drive to organise the 
labour market, former Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh. 
who also headed the Nation- 
al Task Force on Unemploy- 
ment, gave foreign workers 
a March 31 deadline to rec- 
tify their legal status. Any 
violator who is caught after 
April 1 will be immediately 
deported at the expense of 
his employer. 

But even the government 
doubts that unemployment 
can be solved by the expul- 
sion of foreign workers. 

"Unemployment in Jordan 
cannot be solved only 
through expelling foreign 
workers, but by increasing 
investment inside the coun- 
try," said Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra'iif S. Rawabdeh 
during a courtesy visit to the 
1 million -member Jordan 
Federation of Trade Unions. 

Rawabdeh’s three-week- 
old government faces 
mounting challenges, 
including dire economic 
problems and the arduous 
unemployment, officially 
estimated at 16 per cent and 
independently at 27 per 
cent, one of the highest in 
the world. 


His Majesty King Abdul- 
lah has asked the premier to 
combat unemployment, 
poverty, nepotism and to 
trim the bloated bureaucracy 
that many regard as the 
main stumbling block to 
attracting local and foreign 
investment 

Unionists placed confi- 
dence in Rawabdeh and his 
government to find perma- 
nent solutions to their prob- 
lems and insisted that 
replacing foreign workers 
with Jordanians is key to 
uprooting joblessness in the 
country. Others argue that 
soaring unemployment can 
only be contained through a 
long awaited minim um 
wage law. 

Brigadier Adnan Abdul- 
lah, head of the Department 
of Borders and Residency at 
the PSD told the Jordan 
Times that since the start of 
1999 his department has dis- 
covered that nearly 15,000 
guest workers were without 
work permits in Amman, 
and that 8,573 of them 
already have been deponed 
from the Kingdom. 

According to Ministry of 
Labour figures, around 
165,000 foreigners have rec- 
tified their situation. 


Fourth woman dies in ‘crime of honour’ 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Authorities 
in Aqaba are questioning a 
19-year-old man who last 
week reportedly shot and 
killed his younger sister 
for alleged "immoral 
behaviour.' 1 officials said 
on Wednesday. 

Mariam M., IS, was shot 
five times in the head and 
chest on Friday, March 26, 
by her brother in the Sha- 
laleh suburb. He surren- 
dered to police shortly 


after the crime was com- 
mitted, claiming he shot 
his sister to cleanse his 
family’s honour, one 
source said. 

According to another 
source, the victim left her 
family’s house willingly 
one week prior to the inci- 
dent and stayed with a man 
10 years her senior for two 
days. 

“The victim was 
detained by the adminis- 
trative governor for two 
days, but her father inter- 


fered and solved the prob- 
lem peacefully.' 1 the 
source said. 

On the night of the inci- 
dent. the source main- 
tained, the brother, who 
works in Amman, returned 
home and learned from the 
neighbours about the inci- 
dents involving his sister. 

“The brother went to his 
family's house and with- 
out saying one word shot 
and killed his sister, and 
then turned himself in to 
police, 11 the source said. 


Medical examinations 
performed on the victim 
revealed no evidence that 
she had engaged in sexual 
intercourse. 

Mariam is the fourth 
female reportedly killed in 
the Kingdom in the name 
of family honour since the 
beginning of the year. 

Last year, over 20 
women were killed in Jor- 
dan for the same reason, 
according to official 
records. 


Government engages NASA 
in ‘unusual sightings’ investigation 


By Saad G. Hattar 

AMMAN — Authorities 
are stepping up an investi- 
gation into reported sight- 
ings of an unidentified fly- 
ing object in Hummar area 
in the past two weeks, both 
times on a Thursday, an 
official said Wednesday 
evening. 

^ The official, who asked 
not to be named, said Jor- 
danian authorities yester- 
day made an urgent appeal 
to the U.S. space agency, 
NASA, to aid the probe. 

"We suspect that, if there 
is to be another sighting, it 
will occur this weekend, 
and we are hoping that 
NASA will arrive in time 
to assist us in on-the-spot 
scientific expertise,” he 
said. 

Dozens of residents in 
Hummar area on both 
March 18 and March 25 
phoned police, the CAA, 
. the Ministry of Interior, the 
% Army and "the Air force to 
report sighting of a large 
object, perhaps the size of 
a football field, travelling 
slowly at low altitude over 
the area. Sightings were 
recorded over the course of 
a 60-minute period each 
time. 

Residents and motorists 
said the object sped away. 

“It was very odd," said a 
minister, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, who 
was driving through Hum- 
mar following a visit to 
Fuheis. He said he is a firm 
believer in extraterrestrial 
life. “Maybe they are seek- 
^ mg a certain destination 
™ here in Jordan akin to the 
Nazca plains in Peru.” 

Witnesses said that the 
“spaceship” seemed to 
carry an encoded message, 
using the Latin alphabet, 
on its belly: “iive-gay eace- 
pay ance-chay in-nay ee- 
thay ew-nay illennium- 
may. 11 

“Maybe someone out 
there is trying to communi- 
cate with us or send us 
some kind of message,” 
said an English teacher and 
expert in the ancient 
^ Piglatin who teaches at a 
^ local school. 

The government until 
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Spotted (Photo by Vadav Skutil) 


yesterday denied having 
heard of reported sightings, 
but was forced to retract its 
statements yesterday after 
the Jordan Times confront- 
ed officials with exclusive 
photos obtained from a 
Czech journalist. 

Vaclav Skutil, 26. a pho- 
tojournalist visiting Jordan 
to write a feature on the 
spice and silk routes, said 
he had been informed of 
the sighting by friends in 
Hummar on March 1 8, and 
was by chance in the area 
the nigh! of the second 
sighting. 

“This is definitely a 
UFO. I feel it,” Skutil told 
the Jordan Times yester- 
day. "Perhaps there is 
something abnormal in the 
air or soil that is attractive 
to whatever life directs the 

object.” . f 

Skutil snapped a senes or 
photos last week just 
before it vanished beyond 
the horizon. Skutil, the 
only person known to have 
captured the object on film, 
sold his set of 24 photos to 
the Jordan Times for 
JD75.000 per frame. He 
said that he will stay in 
Amman to document the 
investigation and any fur- 
ther sightings, but after that 
will return to the Czech 
Republic for early retire- 
ment. 

A military source who 


asked not to be identified 
said the brass declined 
comment, fearing that an 
annoucement might 

encourage people to visit 
the area, 

"An influx of people, and 
therefore, bodyheat and 
carbon monoxide emis- 
sions, could disrupt an 
ongoing air-sample collec- 
tion, 11 she said. 

The object is not known 
to have touched down. 

However, gossip still 
reigns supreme in Amman, 
and this morsel was kept 
secret no longer than you 
can go for your mobile. 
Scores of curiosity speak- 
ers have already flocked to 
the site in question hoping 
to witness a third appear- 
ance of the “guest.” 

The Airforce and Meteo- 
rology Department did suc- 
ceed in gauging air temper- 
ature and moisture content 
in the atmosphere above 
Hummar, which they hope 
will aid diem in identifying 
the fuel used in the object. 

According to NASA, 
reports of UFO sightings 
generally increase at this 
very time of year, and often 
occur in clusters in certain, 
limited regions. A high- 
ranking source confirmed 
that the government is now 
in contact with neighbour- 
ing governments and 
defence departments con- 


cerning other possible 
sightings. However, he 
would not say whether 
other sightings had occured 
in the region. 

"We are reluctant to dis- 
cuss this further so as not 
to jeopardise any other 
investigations that might 
be on going and not to 
cause alarm in the popula- 
tion of any country,” he 
said. 

One Russian-trained 
meteorologist, who worked 
earlier with Russia on an 
extraterrestrial contact pro- 
ject, said: “The clue lies in 
Thursdays. According to a 
simple calculation, on the 
basis of previous visits, 
this Thursday is most like- 
ly to witness a recurrence 
of the event” 

This is not the first time 
that Jordanians have seen 
“far out” visitors. Two 
years ago, subscribers to 
NETS, then Jordan's only 
on-line service, reported on 
the Better Jordan file hav- 
ing witnessed an unusual 
flying object hovering 

above the Airport Road. 
After having been 
harangued by doubters, a 
young diplomat, now 

ambassador to a North 
American country, joined 
the debate. He said that he 
too had seen the object, 
giving credence to other 
accounts. 


Health Ministry bans sale of Jordan Valley white cheese 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Health Ishaq Maraqa 
announced Wednesday that 
his minis try has banned the 
marketing of white cheese 
processed by local farmers in 
the Central Jordan Valley 
because samples have proved 
the cheese unfit for human 
consumption. 

The minister was speaking 
at a meeting of the mlnis&y’s 
food committee who he said 
extra precaution should be 
taken in preventing the mar- 
keting of die cheese which be 
said was responsible for malta 
fever cases in the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Health has 
tested cheese samples which 
were proven harmful to 
humans and malta 

fever which is transmitted to 
h uman s throu g h m niaminafaH 
milk and tmlk products, 
according to Maraqa. 


The Ministry of Health said 
the contaminated cheese was 
processed at two process ing 
plants in the Central Jordan 
Valley and the plant owners 
were promptly ordered to stop 
processing the cheese, trigger- 
ing farmers’ protests. 

Maraqa said the ministry has 
a responsibility to prevent the 
marketing of harmful food to 
the public and is keen to 
ensure that public safety mea- 
sures are taken to protect con- 
sumers. 

He said the Health Ministry 
in cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Agriculture and the 
Greater Amman Municipality 
are taking extra precautions in 
controlling the sale of white 
cheese and in spreading 
awareness among die public 
about the situation. 

A group of 40 farmers gath- 
ered in front of the Health 


Ministry in protest against the 
ministry’s ban demanding that 
the decision be cancelled 

EidAyesh, a livestock breed- 
er and one of the protested, 
said farmers had been selling 
various milk products over the 
past years without any prob- 
lem. He said his group was 
surprised to hear the ministry’s 
ban. He said the Central Jor- 
dan Valley farmers together 
produce between 10 and 15 
tonnes of white cheese daily. 

Stressing that selling milk 
products constitutes farmers’ 
main livelihood, Ayesh called 
on the minister of health to 
cancel the ban and impose it 
only on the sale of cheese 
which proves to be contami- 
nated. 

Meanwhile, a ministry offi- 
cial announced that there woe 
700 reported cases of malta 
fever in Jordan during 1998. 


He said malta fever is a dis- 
ease common to man and ani- 
mals, and generated in the ani- 
mals including sheep from 
which the farmers get their 
milk and process their cheese. 

Malta fever, known scientif- 
ically as brucellosis, is an 
infectious disease in man and 
animals characterised by fever, 
chills, sweats, weakness, pains 
and aches which usually ter- 
minate within three to six 
months. Children are more 
resistant to the disease than 
adults. 

It can cause economic loss to 
farmers since the disease in 
cattle can lead to abortion and 
lowered milk production. 
There is no known dependable 
or practical form of chug ther- 
apy for animals. Antibiotics 
are effective in treating 
humans. 


Jordan to deport Chinese nationals — Qadi 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Jordan will 
deport three Chinese 
nationals who were arrested 
last month after entering 
Jordan on forged Japanese 
passports, Interior Minister 
Nayef Qadi announced on 
Wednesday. 

Qadi also said there was 
no connection between the 
arrest of the three and the 
death of a Japanese nation- 
al who was found dead in a 
hotel room in downtown 
Amman on March 25. 

The minister also denied 
that the three Chinese 
nationals were members of 
the Red Army, a clandestine 
Japanese Marxist organisa- 


tion. The names of the 
three, two females and one 
male, were not immediately 
available. 

Qadi told the Jordan 
Times that the three 
planned to travel to Canada 
using the Japanese pass- 
ports before their arrest. 

"It is an ordinary incident 
which has no political 
background. They have 
confessed that they were 
Chinese and we will deport 
them to where they have 
come from when interroga- 
tion is over,” Qadi said. 

But a source, who asked 
not to reveal his identity, 
cast doubts about the 
nationality of the three per- 
sons saying that they 


“might be Chinese in race, 
but not in nationality.” 

“We allowed some people 
who know Chinese to talk 
to the two girls. One of 
them understood Chinese 
the other did not But they 
definitely are not members 
of the Red Army,” the offi- 
cial said. 

“We are not sure that 
these people are Chinese 
and we will continue our 
investigation,” the source 
told the Jordan Times. 

Last month, police found 
the body of Shinishi Kata- 
jiri, 60, dead in his hotel 
room. He was residing in 
the same hotel as the two 
girls who claimed that they 
were Japanese nationals. 


Another person, who also 
claimed that he was a 
Japanese, was later arrested 
by police and detained with 
the two girls. 

A Japanese embassy 
source told the Jordan 
Times that an autopsy has 
shown that Katajiri died of 
a heart attack. 

The source, who asked 
not to be named, described 
Katajiri as an "ordinary 
Japanese citizen who is not 
member of any organisa- 
tion." 

He added that contacts are 
being made with the family 
of Katajiri to send him back 
to his home in Japan. No 
date was given for that, the 
source said. 


PM and team to submit policy statement Saturday 


By Francesca Ciriari 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdur-Ra’uf S. Rawab- 
deh will submit his policy 
statement to Parliament on 
Saturday strengthened by 
the overall favourable 
impression he appears to 
have made on political 
party and professional 
union leaders last week. 

“Although we are not in 
Parliament, I think many 
deputies have been posi- 
tively impressed by the 
statements made by 
Rawabdeh [in his recent 
meetings with associations 
and parties] and . will 
remember his declarations 
of goodwill at the time of 
the** voting” said a leftist 
party leader on Wednesday. 

The premier, who was 
sworn in on March 4, told 
leaders of the country’s 13 
professional associations 
last Wednesday that his 
government “wants [them] 
as partners, not enemies.” 

Analysts and observers 
agreed that Rawabdeh 
showed flexibility and 
understanding in dealing 
with both professional and 
political issues raised at the 
meeting. 

He sat for two hours with 
association leaders at the 


Union of Professional 
Associations Complex, 
noting down their demands 
and asking for clarification 
on many professional ques- 
tions. 

On the thorniest issue of 
contention between the 
government and the Islam- 
ic-led syndicates — peace 
with Israel — Rawabdeh 
said the 1994 Wadi Araba 
treaty with the Jewish state 
cannot and must not be 
abrogated, unless Jordani- 
ans are willing to also 
return the lands that the 
Kingdom regained with the 
signing of the accord. 

Abrogating the treaty, 
Rawabdeh argued, “would 
also play in Israel’s 
favour," as the Jewish state 
would be completely freed 
by any international obliga- 
tions to honour its commit- 
ments. 

But, although stressing 
the importance of peace to 
Jordan, Rawabdeh also 
made clear that his govern- 
ment “will not force any- 
body to normalise [ties 
with Israel].” 

“Whoever does not want 
to normalise, should not, 
and whoever wants to, is 
free to do it,” he told union 
leaders. 

Anticipating the main 


points of Saturday’s policy 
statement, Rawabdeh 
stressed on administrative 
reforms and the fight 
against corruption, defin- 
ing them “the main chal- 
lenges of the next stage ” 

“Difficult decisions must 
be taken in this regard,” he 
said, without elaborating, 
and asking for unions’ 
cooperation and construc- 
tive criticism. 

Rawabdeh unveiled most 
of his agenda on political 
and democratic reforms in 
his meeting last Thursday 
with the heads of Jordan’s 
20 political parties. 

Assuring leftists, 

Islamists, and centrists 
alike that “dialogue” will 
not remain an empty word 
during his mandate, 
Rawabdeh reiterated his 
previous announcement 
that he intends to amend 
the controversial Press and 
Publications Law. 

Party leaders said they 
were asked by the premier 
to draft their suggestions to 
also amend the country’s 
second most controversial 
piece of legislation: the 
elections law, which 
applies the one-person, 
one-vote system to demo- 
graphically unequal con- 
stituencies which elect dif- 


ferent numbers of represen- 
tatives each, and that 
retains religious and ethnic 
minority seats introduced 
in the mid-1950s. 

“I am with you, against 
this law,” Rawabdeh stated. 

Most political parties and 
successive governments 
had been at loggerheads 
over the one-person, one- 
vote system since its intro- 
duction ahead of the 1993 
general elections. 

All political parties, 
including the centrist 
National Constitutional 
Party headed by Lower 
House Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali, unified ranks 
against the law after the 
November 1997 elections, 
held amidst widespread 
allegations of unfairness 
and irregularities. Only 
five political party mem- 
bers sit in the current 80- 
member Lower House, a 
situation that politicians 
say is due to both the oppo- 
sition's boycott of the last 
elections in protest against 
peace with Israel, and the 
elections and press laws, as 
well as to the electoral sys- 
tem, accused of favouring 
tribalism at the expense of 
political party culture. 


News in brief 

King congratulates Iran 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Abdullah on 
Wednesday sent congratulatory cables to Iranian Presi- 
dent, Mohammad Khatami and die supreme spiritual 
leader of die Islamic Revolution in Iran, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, on the occasion of Iran's national day. King 
Abdullah wished them continued good health and happi- 
ness and the Iranian people further progress and prosperi- 
ty. Also on Wednesday King Abdullah received cables of 
congratulations on the occasion of ’Eid A1 Adha from 
Arab and Islamic leaders and high-ranking officials. 

Prince Hamzah receives congratulations 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Prince Hamzah on 
Wednesday received congratulatory cables on his 19th 
birthday from senior officials. Well-wishers expressed 
congratulations to the Prince and wished him continued 
good health and happiness. On Tuesday Prince Hamzah 
received a s imilar congratulatory cable from Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mira’ai A1 Kaabneh. 

New bridge crossing hours 

AMMAN(Petra) — As of Friday, April 2, opening hours 
at the two crossing points in the North Jordan Valley and 
in Wadi Araba will be from 5:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m from 
Sunday through Thursday, Public Security Department 
sources said. Hie sources said traffic on Friday and Satur- 
day will be from 7:00 ajn. to 7:00 pun. 


Japan gives $6.7 million 
to strapped UNRWA 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan 
has made a special contri- 
bution of $6.7 million for 
UNRWA's food assistance 
programme to Palestine 
refugees in Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Ambassador of Japan . 
to Jordan Koichi Matsumo- 
to, and UNRWA Commis- 
sioner-General Peter 
Hansen signed the agree- 
ment to this effect at a sign- 
ing ceremony held last 
week at UNRWA Head- 
quarters in Amman. 

The contribution will be 
used to purchase rice from 
Japan for distribution to 
refugee families receiving 
special hardship assistance, 
and in the agency’s nutri- 
tional support programme 
mainly benefiting mothers 
and pregnant women. 

Japan, a traditional major 
donor to UNRWA's regular 
programmes and food 
assistance, has also been a 
generous contributor to 
projects implemented by 


the agency in the five fields 
of operations, including 
Jordan. 

Since 1994, the govern- 
ment of Japan has con- 
tributed more than $5 mil- 
lion in improving physical 
conditions in refugee 
camps in Jordan, upgrading 
equipment and facilities at 
the Wadi Seer and Amman 
Training Centres, the con- 
struction and furnishing of 
a school in Baqa’a camp 
and adding an extension to 
UNRWA's Amman Head- 
quarters. The construction 
of a new school at Jabal 
Ashrafiyeh in Amman 
funded by Japan will begin 
soon. 

UNRWA, the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for the Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East, 
provides education, health, 
relief and social services 
for nearly 3.5 million 
Palestine refugees regis- 
tered with the agency. 
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N. Ireland talks resume 
amid mixed signals 



British Prime Minister Tony Blair fleft) and Irish counterpart Bertie Ahem t right), 
accompanied by British Northern Ireland Secretary Mo Mowlam, speak during a 
news conference at Hillsborough Castle, County Down, Both Prime Ministers have 
put the current talks on hold after spending the last three days meeting the main play- 
ers in a bid to end the arms impasse and kick start a new power-sharing executive 


BELFAST ( AFP) — Last- 
ditch talks aimed at rescuing 
hopes for peace in Northern 
Ireland continued bene 
Wednesday, with conflict- 
ing signals about the 
chances of breaking the 
deadlock over ERA disarma- 
ment. 

The British and Irish pre- 
miers, who arrived Monday 
in Belfast as talks sponsors 
in a final push for peace, 
were meeting again with 
Protestant Unionist leader 
David Trimble and Roman 
Catholic Republican leader 
Gerry Adams. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair's spokesman 
said there had been “real 
progress” overnight but 
hopes that the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
would hint at a softer line 
towards Protestant demands 
that it begin disarming were 
dashed. 

In its annual statement to 
commemorate the 1916 
uprising against British rule 
in Ireland, the IRA said the 
Northern Ireland peace 
process bad the potential to 
resolve the conflict, if the 
will existed. 

But in the statement, to be 
published in its political 
wing Sinn Fein's An 


Phoblacbt newspaper 
Thursday, it gave no hint of 
any commitment to decom- 
mission its weapons. 

A spokesman for Trimble 
claimed the talks would be 
adjourned for a week or a 
fortnight — strongly denied 
by both British and Irish 
officials — because of the 
continuing deadlock. 

He said the IRA statement 
would be studied closely by 
Ulster Unionists but on first 
glance it appeared “less than 
helpful". 

The Ulster Unionists' 
security spokesman, Ken 
Maginnis, told AFP: “I 
don’t think that Sinn Fein 
are yet in a position to move 
as far as is required.” But he 
did not rule out an eventual 
deal. 

Blair planned to return to 
London later in the day for 
his weekly appearance in 
parliament, to give an 
update of the Kosovo crisis. 

He could come back to 
Belfast afterwards with his 
Irish counterpart Bertie 
Ahern, who also needs to 
address the parliament in 
Dublin on Wednesday after- 
noon. 

The crisis, brewing for 
months, threatens to derail 
the historic peace agree- 


ment reached on April 10, 
1998, between the pro- 
British Protestants and pro- 
united Ireland Catholics 
after two years of tortuous 
negotiations. 

It hinges on Trimble's 
demands for a “credible" 
start to disarmament by the 
IRA before Sinn Fein can 
enter the new power-sharing 
Belfast government, a key 
aspect of the peace accord. 

In an interview 
Wednesday with the Daily 
Telegraph. Trimble said the 
ground was all Sinn Fein's 
to make up. 

“The question is now 
whether the republican 
movement has the courage 
to take advantage of the 
opportunity that’s here. If it 
doesn’t, there’s a real dan- 
ger the opportunity will slip 
away. 

“We can try to help but 
there’s a limit to what we 
can do." 

Sinn Fein chairman 
Mitchel McLaughlin said 
his party was “frustrated 
and disappointed" that they 
had not got the response 
they wanted from Trimble's 
Ulster Unionists. 

Sinn Fein refuses any 
“preconditions" on its gov- 
ernment seats, which under 


(Reuters photo) 

the deal are its for force of 
its electoral strength. The 
Easter agreement gave the 
IRA two years to disarm. 

Sources' close to the nego- 
tiation said Wednesday the 
British and Irish were work- 
ing on proposals to put to 
the parties. 

London has set a deadline 
of Wednesday or Thursday 


for a resolution, so as to 
coincide with the first Good 
Friday anniversary of last 
year's peace accord. 

- If the deadline is missed, 
it has threatened to start 
moves to force implementa- 
tion of the deal, a move 
which in practice would fal- 
ter on the lack of support on 
the ground. 


Failure to reach a break- 
through could fatally under- 
mine confidence in the 
process and prompt armed 
groups such as the IRA and 
die pro-British Protestant 
militias to return to vio- 
lence. 

The British province has 
already seen two sectarian 
murders this month. 


House of Lords passes bill 
to end hereditary voting rights 


! Europe says ASEAN ties must not 
be held hostage by Myanmar row 


LONDON ( AP) — After a 
marathon debate lasting 
into the early hours, the 
House of Lords on 
Wednesday passed a gov- 
ernment bill that will strip 
aristocrats with inherited 
seats from voting in the 
upper house of parliament. 

But signalling their 
reservations, peers voted 
192-126 for an amend- 
ment saying the bill “radi- 
cally alters the historic 
composition of the House 
of Lords for parry political 
advantage," without 
agreement on its future 
form “and without making 
it more democratic.” 

“Although we will not 
try to wreck the bill ... 
there are a number of 
issues on which we will 
want to discuss and 
explore possible amend- 
ments,” said Lord 
MaCkay, deputy leader of 
the opposition conserva- 
tives in the House of 
Lords. 

The vote will not block 
the bill's passage through 
parliament. It cleared the 
House of Commons earlier 


this month. 

Fulfilling an election 
promise to modernise the 
800-year-old unelected 
House of Lords. Tony 
Blair's Labour govern- 
ment announced in 
January that it would strip 
so-called hereditary peers 
— dukes, marquises, earls, 
viscounts and barons — of 
their right to vote. 

Under the new legisla- 
tion, nobles will be given 
the right to vote in nation- 
al elections and to stand as 
candidates for the House 
of Commons without hav- 
ing to renounce their titles, 
as has been the case until 
now. 

An independent, seven- 
member committee will 
oversee the appointment 
of life peers — those hon- 
oured with lifetime titles 
for their contributions to 
national life. 

A government commis- 
sion has until Dec. 31 to 
report back with sugges- 
tions for a new type of 
upper chamber for parlia- 
ment, possibly partly 
appointed and partly elect- 


ed. : 

During an emotional • 
debate over two days, 
some hereditary peers i 
accused the government of . 
trying to railroad the bill 
through the House of 
Lords and of not providing 
enough information about 
its plans. 

But Lord Irvine, who as 
lord chancellor is Britain's 
top legal officer, said the 
government will not be 
sidetracked “when it has a 
manifesto commitment so 
clear and firm, and so 
strong a popular endorse- 
ment for its manifesto.” 

He said the govern- 
ment's decision to allow 
91 hereditary peers to stay 
on while reforms are com- 
pleted will allow the rest 
to “depart with dignity, not 
querulously, and without 
rancour." There are 759 
hereditary peers, com- 
pared with 507 life peers. 

The y are overwhelming- 
ly conservative, giving the 
main opposition party a 
built-in majority in the 
lords, although many 
never attend. 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Relations between the 
European Union and ASEAN 
should not he held hostage by 
a bitter row over Myanmar. 
European officials said here 
Wednesday, insisting that 
twice-postponed ~ talks 
between the two blocs would 
take place in May. 

A compromise allowing 
Myanmar a “passive" role 
, will ensure a meeting of the 
; Joint Cooperation Committee 
(JCC) goes ahead on May 26- 
; 28, German Ambassador to 
> Thailand Hermann Erath told 
reporters. 

i “It is very much in our inter- 
1 est and we are very happy the 
j JCC meeting will take place 
1 here in May.” he said. 

“There is agreement among 
all the EU countries that we 
should not make cooperation 
between die EU and ASEAN 
a hostage of the Myanmar sit- 
uation.” said Erath on behalf 
of Germany, which currently 
holds the EU presidency. 

He said die EU’s had agreed 
to allow Myanmar to be at the 
meeting as a “gesture" to fur- 
ther ties with the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations. 

‘It will be a passive pres- 
ence — they will be seated but 


not allowed to speak." 

Two previous meetings of 
the JCC were cancelled after 
several European nations crit- 
ical of Myanmar's human 
rights record refused to let its 
officials play a full role. 

European' sources in 
Bangkok told AFP last week 
that the agreement to hold the 
talks was reached following 
talks between Thai Foreign 
Minister Surin Pitsuwan. 
ASEAN and European Union 
officials over the past month. 

Erath sad the Myanmar 
junta's recent refusal to give 
the husband of Aung San Suu 
Kyi a visa to visit Yangon 
before his death last weekend 
had done little to improve 
fractious ties betw een Europe 
and Myanmar. 

“It certainly did not help, it 
saddened us. This treatment 
confirmed all those who think 
this is a hopeless stage of 
affairs,” he said. 

However, Erath stressed 
that he believed die EUs ties 
with the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations had 
not suffered lasting damage 
during the two-year deadlock. 

“The cooperation on a polit- 
ical level has not been 
impaired.” he said noting that 


official contact went on 
below foreign minister level. 

"But a lot of things that 
could have been started did 
not get off the ground." 

Many EU member states 
accuse Myanmar of human 
rights violations and condemn 
its military government for 
refusing ic* hand over power 
to Aung San Suu Kyis 
National League for 
Democracy, which won a 
landslide election vicrorv in 
1990. 

An ASEAN-EU ministerial 
meeting scheduled for Berlin 
on Tuesday also fell victim to 
the row. 

ASEAN has insisted that J 
Myanmar, which joined the ; 
group in 1997. should not be : 
singled out and the unity of j 
ASEAN must be respected. 1 

Myanmar’s entry into ! 
ASEAN was strongly j 
opposed by Western nations. 

ASEAN counters that its 
policy of “flexible engage- 
ment" with Yangon is more 
likely to promote change than 
a policy of confrontation. 

Apart from Myanmar. 
ASEAN includes Brunei. 
Indonesia. Laos. Malaysia, the 
Philippines. Singapore. 
Thailand and Vietnam. 


Opposition accuses 
Taleban of stalling 
over peace talks 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's opposition 
accused the ruling 
Taleban militia 

Wednesday of stalling the 
resumption of peace talks 
following a surprise 
accord between the war- 
ring factions two weeks 
ago. 

“We are waiting for the 
Taleban response to 
resume negotiations,” an 
opposition spokesman 
known only as Dr. 
Abdullah told Tehran 
radio, adding that the 
opposition was waiting 
for a date and a venue 
outside Afghanistan. 

“The Taleban said they 
would not be ready to 
resume negotiations until 
after their internal politi- 
cal meetings," Abdullah 
added. 

The Islamic Taleban 
militia and its rivals 
reached a surprise outline 
accord on power-sharing 
earlier on May this month 
at U.N. sponsored talks in 
Turkmen capital 

Ashgabad which U.N. 
officials had said could 
resume next month in 
Kabul. 

But the official Afghan 


9 

media reported Thursday 
that the Sunni Moslem 
Taleban was undecided 
over whether to take part 
in a second round of 
peace talks following 
meetings with U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi. 

Taleban chief Mulla 
Mohammad Omar is yet 
to confirm the next round 
of calks and has accused 
the opposition of “manip- 
ulating” the dialogue, 
official Radio Shariat 
reported. 

Taleban and opposition 
representatives in March 
hammered out an outline 
power-sharing agreement 
encompassing a legisla- 
ture, judiciary and execu- 
tive, and raising hopes for 
elusive peace. 

But the apparent dead- 
lock in Brammi's efforts 
to persuade the warring 
sides to set a date and 
venue for the next session 
has dampened the hopes. 

Shiite Muslim Iran does 
not recognise the Taleban 
and relations have been 
tense since militiamen 
killed eight Iranian diplo- 
mats and an Iranian jour- 
nalist last year. 


‘Great Lakes conflict threatens wildlife’ 


NAIROBI (AFP) — 
Wildlife in central 
Africa's national parks 
are at extreme risk from 
the growing conflict in 
the Great Lakes region, 
five leading development 
and conservation agen- 
cies warned here 
Wednesday. 

The African Wildlife 
Foundation (AWF), 
CARE. Fauna and Flora 
International (FFI). 
International Gorilla 
Conservation Programme 
(IGCP) and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) warned that war- 
induced human poverty 
may lead to increased 
poaching and destruction 
of habitat of rare and 
endangered species such 
as the mountain gorilla 
and northern white rhino. 

“Insecurity, such as the 
recent attack on tourists 
and rangers at Bwindi 
Impenetrable National 
Park in Uganda, has lim- 
ited access to many pro- 
tected natural areas 
throughout Burundi, (the 
Democratic Republic of) 
Congo (DRC), Rwanda 
and Uganda, with dire 
consequences for humans 
and animals alike.” the 
five groups said in joint 
statement sent to AFP 
here Wednesday. 

“Africa's most precious 
natural areas are in 


extreme peril from the 
ongoing war and insecuri- 
ty in the Great Lakes, and 
for hundreds of thousands 
of Africans, the impera- 
tives of survival must 
take precedence over the 
need to protect rare plants 
and animals," the state- 
ment quoted CARE'S 
East African regional 
director Jon Mitchell as 
having warned. 

The statement noted 
that six protected areas in 
the DRC and Uganda 
were designated World 
Heritage Sites by 
UNESCO, a recognition 
of their unique value to 
conservation worldwide. 

CARE, IGCP and WWF 
warned that insecurity in 
Burundi. the DRC. 
Rwanda and Uganda had 
t frightened tourists away 
* from the region, cutting 
off a lucrative source of 
revenue for both govern- 
ment and local communi- 
ties. 

“Many of these protect- 
ed areas, such as Bwindi. 
benefit from "multiple 
use" conservation and 
development pro- 
grammes, in which com- 
munities bordering the 
park receive support from 
tourism revenue-sharing 
schemes and rural devel- 
opment programmes. 

In Bwindi. CARE, 
IGCP, WWF work with 


the Ugandan Wildlife 
Authority (UWA) to use 
tourism fees to provide 
communities with devel- 
opment assistance in 
exchange for their sup- 
port to protect the park. 

Communities are also 
allowed limited use of 
“buffer zones" within the 
park for non-harmful 
activities such as bee 
keeping and harvesting of 
medicinal planrs. 

Such programmes con- 
tribute substantially to the 
elimination of poaching 
and destruction of natural 
habitat by local people 
and provide a valuable 
source of revenue for 
struggling government 
wildlife agencies. 

“Without the support of 
the communities there 
would be no mountain 
gorilla,” IGCP regional 
coordinator Annette 
Lanjouw said, adding: 
“The fate of these animals 
depends on the well- 
being of the people that 
surround them, and that 
depends on regional sta- 
bility and security." 

“As protected natural 
areas are shut down one 
by one. the plight of the 
communities bordering 
these parks becomes even 
more desperate,” WWF’s 
Sylvie Wabbes said, not- 
ing: “Rebel groups use 
these parks to hide and as 


military bases, so what 
incentives do local people 
have to protect the 
parks T' 

The infrastructure of the 
DRC's Viriinga National 
Park, home to half of the 
world's 620 mountain 
gorillas, has been looted 
or destroyed, with some 
park staff losing their 
weapons to rebel groups. 

Also in the DRC. 
Garamba National Park, 
home to the world's 25 
remaining northern white 
rhino, researchers and 
even park rangers have 
been unable to conduct 
the most basic monitoring 
due to insecurity, while in 
Rwanda, ongoing insecu- 
rity has cut off conserva- 
tion and development 
groups from the Volcano 
National Park since 1 996. 

Rwanda's Akagera 
National Park has been 
reduced in size by two- 
thirds in order to accom- 
modate influxes of 
refugees and internal ly 
displaced people. 

“The only way to pro- 
tect these precious places 
is to bring some measure 
of peace to the Great 
Lakes, because without 
peace, we are very wor- 
ried about the future of 
conservation and its relat- 
ed benefit to the people of 
central Africa.” Wabbes 
said. 
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‘Chile should request 
Pinochet’s extradition' 

SANTIAGO (AfPi — 

extradition of former dictator ut *** committed under 
,0 face trial here for hun™ t a-ady 

his watch. Foreign Minster > * n - . ... » et ^ 0 . 

to trv Pinochet “with our indurations and >n. .t* ta 
££ ofitedemocrauc and the 


to cam- out such a trial. Iroulza *aio. » 
the fact that the torture cases brought up h> 

Baliasar) Gar/on have been reopened here . rtv. ^ u^n is 
even stroncer." fnsulza added. In*ul/J ^‘d he 
about the state of internal investigations on •^uretmddis; 
appearances in which Pinochet appear-' ■ 
involved. Pinochet was arrested m Bma» onj ** 
request of Garzon. who is probing enmo umkr ftnodKts 
dictatorship from 1975 to 1990. when more .hun .-JWO peo- 
ple were killed or disappeared. After months of ,egal uran- 
elinc and protests for and against cne general. Britain s Law 
Lords last week dismissed Pinochet > appeal against extra- 
dition. inline he did not have sovereign immunity. Bui it also 
threw out 29 of the 52 charges against him tve jus: trerunr 
abroad was not an offence under British law until Dec. 8. 
1988. The Lords allowed the caw to proceed on the basis of 
one specific chame of torture and a general one of conspira- 
cy to torture relating to Pinochet s final ! months in power. 

Farrakhan checks into hospital 

WASHINGTON i AFP) — Nation of Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan checked into a Washington area hospital Tuesday 
for tests in the radiation-oncology department. The 
Washington Post reported Wednesday Farrakhan. 65. spent 
the night at Howard University Hospitai. hospital sources 
told the dailv. refusing to comment on Farrakhan'* condition. 
Earlier this’ month. Farrakhan personal physician Abdul 
.Alim Muhammad said his client was suffering from a “■mys- 
terious virus" that had left him weak, anaemic and in consid- 
erable discomfort. Farrakhan was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer in 1991 and has been receiving radiation therapy, 
including implantation of 258 tiny metallic seeds directly 
into the'cancer-affcctcd areas. The seed treatment proved 
effective but caused inflammation of the lower colon and 
resulting pain, spasms, diarrhoea and bleeding, the doctor 
said. Last December. Farrakhan was infected by a flu virus 
that raised fear? that he might have been poisoned. 
Muhammad said, adding that tests how ever did not confirm 
that this had been ihe case. Farrakhan enjoys significant sup- 
port in the black community for his militant group's disci- 
pline and his advocacy of black pride and economic inde- 
pendence. He recently toned down his perceived bigotry and 
sought, unsuccessfully, to mend fences with the Jewish com- 
munity. 

Congo military sentences 13 to die; 
Kinshasa professor held 

KINSHASA (.AFP) — A military tribunal in Democratic 
Republic of Congo has sentenced 15 people, including a 
woman, to death tor armed robbery, rape and criminal associ- 
ation. the ACTP news agency said Wednesday. The 15 were 
convicted and sentenced by a court martial in Lubumbashi. 
chief town of the southeastern Katanga province, which also 
sentenced four other people to jail terms of between 10 years 
and life for murder and criminal association, the official news 
agency said. Convictions and sentences by a military court can 
be appealed only to the head of state. President Laurent Kabila, 
who seized power in May 1997 and currently faces a major 
insurgency in the east, where the mineral-rich Karanga 
province is among rebel taigcLs. In another development, secu- 
rity agents in the capital have detained a law professor ai the 
University of Kinshasa, Felicien Tshibangu KalaJa. sources 
closes to him said Wednesday. Tshibangu. who was being hold 
at an unknown location, allegedly made ■'insulting" comments 
about the security services during a course and was denounced 
by students, one of the sources told AFP. His arrest came a few 
days after he returned to the capital from Lubumbashi. where 
he had chaired a series of scientific conferences. 

Berlin library buys unpublished 
diaries of Mendelssohn’s sister 

BERLIN (AFP) — The stale library in Berlin, the 
Staatsbibliothek. has bought the largely unpublished diaries of 
Fanny Hensel, sister of 1 9th century composer Felix 
Mendelssohn, in an auction here, the auctioneers said 
Wednesday. The library bought the diaries, which comprise 
some 320 pages, for 120.000 marks (61.360 euros. S67.000». 
the JA Stargardt auction house said. The diaries date from 1854 
and continue until shortly before Hensel 's death in 1847 and 
contain descriptions of daily events, both large and small, in the 
Mendelssohn family. Hensel. who was four vears her brother's 
seraor. was also a composer and died aged 42 in the same year 
asFehx. Also featured in the auction was a music album of the 
Prinass Mane von Saym-Wingenstein datine from the middle 
of the last century. The album, which contains 48 handwritten 
gges by composers such as Hector Berlioz. Franz Liszt, 
ftiednch Smetana and Richard Wagner, was snapped up bv 
and Schiller archive of Weimar, also for 120.000 
J? hJSheSt pnCe rc ? ched ,n auction was 130.000 
0t slx son ® R male chorus bv 
J he . bu >’ er w* a Private collector who paid 
more than double the estimated value of the manuscript. 

Jury seated for trial in talk-show 
slaying case 
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B^miiucCadoppo of Sotheby's auction house displays “Danse use au repos', circa 1879, by French artist Edgar 
Degas. 1 he painting goes to auction in June and is expected to fetch in excess of $8 million (Reuters photo! 


Cambodia leader says 
* AIDS threat worse than war 


PHNOM PENH <R> — 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said on Wednesday that 
Cambodia's AIDS epidem- 
ic is killing 22 people a day 
and is more serious than the 
country's long civil war. 

In a speech concluding a 
fust national conference on 
AIDS, Hun Sen uiged a 
mass campaign to increase 
awareness of the disease 
and called on television 
and radio stations and 
newspapers to give their 
support 

“AIDS is even more seri- 
ous than war.” he said. “In 
some cases whole families 
have been wiped out — the 
father is dead, the mother is 
dead and later the children 


die of AIDS, too.” He said 
even some of his own 
bodyguards had died of 
AIDS. 

“No one institution or 
ministry should remain 
calm concerning the fight 
against AIDS. Every place 
should know how to com- 
municate educational mes- 
sages to the people. This 
way we can reduce the 
spread of HTV/AIDS,” he 
said. 

Hua Sen also said all 
those infected with the 
human immunodeficiency 
virus or suffering from 
AIDS remained an impor- 
tant pan of society and 
should join the fight. 

U.N. and government 


officials at the conference 
described Cambodia as the 
Asian country worst affect- 
ed by AIDS, with 100 new 
people a day infected with 
the HTV virus. 

They said more than 

1 80,000 of Cambodia's 
11.4 million people were 
HIV-positive and 15.000 
had already died of AIDS. 

Hun Sen said it was nec- 
essary to find a way to reg- 
ulate brothels. “If we can- 
not close the brothels then 
we have to find a solution 
to control them,” he said. 

Cambodia's bustling sex 
industry has played a major 
role in the spread of the 
disease. Officials of the 
national AIDS authority 


estimate 20.000-30,000 
men seek sex with prosti- 
tutes every day and up to 
40 per cent of sex workers 
are HIV-positive. 

They have urged an 
expansion of pilot projects 
to promote 100 per cent 
condom use in brothels, 
saying these had already 
demonstrated a dramatic 
decrease in infection. 

Peter PioL executive 
director of the U.N. AIDS 
programme, warned the 
conference that if action 
were not taken to stem the 
tide of infection, costs in 
Cambodia in 5-10 years in 
terms of health care and 
lost production and income 
could reach $4 billion. 


Two die in new Indonesian bloodshed 


JAKARTA (R ) — Indonesia 
was racked by fresh vio- 
lence on Wednesday as two 
people died in Christian- 
Muslim fighting and police 
clashed with students in 
centra] Jakarta, witnesses 
said. 

They said two people died 
when drunken men from 
rival villages, wielding 
machetes and homemade 
spears, clashed in the Kai 
islands in the bloodied 
Moluccas province where 
more than 200 people have 
died in communal blood- 
shed this year. 

The witnesses told 
Reuters they had seen two 
bodies. Police denied any 
deaths, although they said 
some people had been 
injured in a minor clash in 
the islands on Wednesday. 


The deaths coincided with 
Jakarta's first violent protest 
in almost a month and news 
that five people bad died in 
a row between villagers 
over a plot of land in the 
eastern island of Flores, 
about 1,525 km east of 
Jakarta. 

In Jakarta, anti-riot police 
beat students with rattan 
batons as they tried to 
march on the military head- 
quarters. 

About 150 students 
protesting over the shooting 
of student demonstrators in 
May rallied in the central 
Merdeka (freedom) square. 
The students later dispersed 
peacefully. 

It was the capital's first 
violent protest since March 
4. 

Jakarta has been largely 


free of violence and protests 
since students halted a cam- 
paign of daily rallies in mid- 
December. 

In Flores, five people 
were killed in a land row 
that erupted on Friday and 
was not brought under con- 
trol until Tuesday, a local 
journalist told Reuters. 

He said the situation was 
calm but tense on 
Wednesday. 

The sprawling archipel- 
ago’ has been swept by 
waves of violence as reli- 
gious, ethnic and social ten- 
sions boil over amid the 
country's worst political 
and economic crisis in three 
decades. 

At least 176 people have 
been killed in the 
Indonesian part of Borneo 
island in fighting that has 


pitted indigenous Malays 
and Dayaks against 
migrants from the island of 
Madura. 

Elsewhere, one person 
was shot and scores of oth- 
ers injured on Tuesday nigh! 
when about 800 supporters 
of rival local politicians in 
Ngawi. East Java, 563 km 
east of Jakarta. 

About 1 ,000 people 
clashed with police in the 
east Java city of Madiun on 
Tuesday after three mem- 
bers of the Indonesian 
Democratic Party-Struggle 
(PDI-Struggle) were arrest- 
ed following an argument 
with a supporter of the rul- 
ing Golkar Party. 

At least two people were 
injured and two cars and 
two shops were torched, 
witnesses said. 


Rwandan genocide seen 
driven by raw politics 


PARIS (R) — The slaugh- 
ter of hundreds of thou- 
sands of Rwandans in a 
1994 genocide was moti- 
vated not by tribal hatred 
but by a raw desire for 
political supremacy, 
according to a new report 
released on Wednesday. 

The key finding of a 
four-year study by human 
rights experts, based on 
hundreds of interviews and 
. thousands of previously 
unpublished documents, 
disputes the widely accept- 
ed view of [he killings as 
“an explosion of rage... 
motivated by old tribal 
hatreds". 

It stemmed instead from 
“a deliberate choice by a 
modem political elite to 
incite fear and hatred to 
keep itself in power, the 
900 -page study, entitled 
“Leave^ None to Tell the 
Story”, found. 

The experts said the les- 
son of Rwanda was that 

jr* the international commu- 

nity should act to prevent 
massive human rights 
abuses, such as those tak- 


ing place in Kosovo. 

At least half a million 
people, three-quarters of 
Rwanda’s Tutsi popula- 
tion. died during 13 weeks 
of killings, the report said. 
It was 'prepared by the 
International Federation of 
Human Rights Leagues 
(FIDH) in Paris and 
Human Rights Watch in 
New York. 

That toll is well below 
estimates by others, 
including U.N. officials 
who have spoken of up to 

800.000 slaughtered. 

“This report is charac- 
terised by a refusal to 
oversimplify.” FIDH 
President Patrick Baudoin 
told a Paris news confer- 
ence. 

Rather than being pos- 
sessed by demons", 
Rwandan Hums “chose to 
do evil'* in slaughtering 
Tutsis and moderate Hums 
who rejected their agenda, 

the report found. 

“Many expressed plea- 
sure in inflicting horrible 
suffering on their victims,” 
it added. 


"Nothing was sponta- 
neous... lire genocide was 
organised by an enlight- 
ened elite who studied in 
our (European) schools 
and universities." FIDH 
official Eric Gillet told 
reporters. 

Minutely detailed offi- 
cial memos reproduced in 
the study show that sol- 
diers. veterans, police and 
local administrators 
methodically encouraged 
the killings by spreading 
fear and rumours about the 
Tutsi population, the 

experts said. 

The organisers also 

swiftly killed or -otherwise 
punished Hums reluctant 
to join in the slaughter, to 
convince others not to hes- 
itate. 

The Hutu authorities 

gave food, drinks, drugs, 
military uniforms and 
small sums of cash to 
Rwanda’s hungry and job- 
less Hutu young people to 
encourage them to kill. 

Hutu farmers were given 
fields and encouraged to 
steal crops and animals 


from Tutsis while business 
owners and local officials 
were given houses, vehi- 
cles, televisions and com- 
puters to encourage their 
support and participation. 

The report documents 
dozens of warnings about 
the impending killings sent 
to officials in France, 
Belgium and the United 
States and at the U.N. 
between November 1993 
and April 1 994. 

Yet no one took the nec- 
essary steps to prevent the 
massacres, even though a 
relatively modest force 
would have been sufficient 
to stop them at the start, 
the report concludes. 

U.N. peacekeeping 
troops were pulled out of 
Rwanda for their safety 
rather than ordered into 
action to prevent the geno- 
cide. 

While France’s later 
armed intervention, 
dubbed operation 

turquoise, saved some 
lives, it also allowed the 
massacres to continue, the 
report found. 
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Second quake hits north India 


RUDRAPRAYAG. India 
(AFP) — A fresh earth- 
quake Wednesday sparked 
panic in this northern Indian 
region, still recovering from 
a killer tremor this week 
that left more than 100 peo- 
ple dead. 

The second quake, mea- 
suring 5.0 on the Richter 
scale, hit the Rudraprayag 
district of Uttar Pradesh 
state at 2:32 a.m. (2102 
GMT Tuesday), striking 
fear among the hundreds of 
people who have been 
camping in the open since 
the first” temblor on Monday 
morning. 

“People were very pan- 
icky,” said Naranpra Prasad, 
a senior officer with the 
engineer wing of India's 
paramilitary Border 

Security Force. 

“However, it seems there 
have been no fresh casual- 
ties because most people 
were already sheltering in 
the temporary relief camps 
set up after the first quake,” 
Prasad said. 

Shrinagar district magis- 
trate Dharam Singh said 


police monitoring teams 
had been sent to the affected 
area. 

“According to the infor- 
mation we have received so 
far, some of the houses that 
developed cracks in the first 
quake have been badly 
damaged this time around," 
Singh said. 

Relief teams were already 
in the area attending to the 
victims of Monday's quake, 
but resources are over- 
streched with electricity and 
drinking warer cut off to 
many areas. 

Monday's quake had a 
magnitude of 6.8 and flat- 
tened several towns and vil- 
lages, killing 34 people in 
Rudraprayag and 61 in 
adjoining Chamoli district. 

Around a dozen deaths 
have so far been reported 
from outlying villages in the 
region. 

In the worst affected dis- 
trict of Chamoli, soldiers, 
paramilitary forces and Red 
Cross personnel were still 
trying Wednesday to bring 
relief materials to distant 
areas, which remain cut off 


because of massive land- 
slides triggered by the 
quake. 

“The situation is basically 
under control although our 
main concern now is setting 
up an adequate supply of 
drinking water,” said an 
Indian Red Cross official. 

Col. Prakash Tiwari of the 
local Garhwal Scouts said 
army teams were being air- 
dropped into inaccessible 
villages to coordinate relief 
operations. 

Nearly 1.3 tonnes of 
emergency food supplies 
have already been air- 
dropped in remote areas by 
arniy helicopters, and 
Gautam Kaul, director gen- 
eral of the Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police, said plans 
were under way to airlift 

1,000 tents. 

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Kolyan Singh vis- 
ited the quake site on 
Tuesday but got a frosty 
reception from survivors 
who said the government 
was not doing enough to 
help them. 

The central government 


has announced compensa- 
tion of 300,000 rupees 
(52,400) for each family 
that lost breadwinners. 

A relief convoy from the 
International Federation of 
the Red Cross (IFRC) 
arrived in Chamoli from 
New Delhi around midday, 
carrying tarpaulins, blan- 
kets, kitchen utensils, cook- 
ing oil, rice and clothing. 

“We have identified a tar- 
get group of around 2.500 
people who are in serious 
need of help and will be 
sending another seven or 
eight loads during the 
week," said Geoffrey 
Dennis, head of the IFRC 
delegation in India. 

An unexpected danger 
facing the survivors of 
Monday's quake has been 
tjie presence of leopards, 
who were driven down from 
forested hillsides by repeat- 
ed rockfalls and landslides. 

Residents said several 
leopards, who have a local 
reputation as man-eaters, 
had been spotted not far 
from the emergency relief 
camps. 


North Korea says it ‘might’ 
discuss missile export issue 


TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea on Wednesday 
said it might agree to dis- 
cuss halting its export of 
missiles, but only if it 
were compensated for the 
financial loss this would 
cause. 

Referring to talks 
between Pyongyang and 
the United States, a for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
said: “We reclarified our 
stand that we might dis- 
cuss the issue of suspend- 
ing the export of our mis- 
siles if the U.S. side 
wants, provided that it 
makes a cash compensa- 
tion for our foreign cur- 
rency losses to be 
entailed by .our suspen- 
sion of missile exports.” 

His remarks came one 


day after talks in 
Pyongyang between the 
two sides failed to yield 
anything concrete on the 
issue. The comments 
were carried by the offi- 
cial Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA), 
monitored in Tokyo. 

U.S. officials said the 
two parties managed only 
to agree to meet again at 
the earliest possible date. 

In Seoul on Wednesday 
U.S. Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for 
non-Proliferation Robert 
Einhorn said North 

Korea had been warned 
of “very serious conse- 
quences” if it test-fired or 
exported its new long- 
range missiles. 

In earlier talks 


Pyongyang demanded 
that Washington pay it at 
least SI billion annually 
to suspend its missile 
exports. 

But the reclusive 
Stalinist nation appeared 
adamant on the issue of 
the missiles themselves. 

“‘Our consistent stand is 
that we will never bar- 
gain with anyone about 
our development, pro- 
duction. test and deploy- 
ment of missiles because 
this belongs to our sover- 
eignty from A to Z ” the 
spokesman said. 

His comments echoed 
some carried by KCNA 
earlier on Wednesday, 
also from a foreign min- 
istry spokesman, criticis- 
ing U.S. plans to build a 


missile shield defence 
system and accusing the 
United States of using 
Pyongyang as an excuse 
to “touch off a new arms 
race and cold war". 

"No matter how zeal- 
ously the U.S. may talk 
about the “threat* of the 
DPRK’s (North Korea) 
missiles, it cannot justify 
its arms buildup,'* the 
spokesman said. 

This week's missile 
talks were the fourth 
since 1996 and the sec- 
ond since last August, 
when North Korea fired a 
three-stage Taepo Dong 
missile that passed. oyer 
Japan and landed in the 
Pacific Ocean. 
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Keep trying 

NATO COUNTRIES are absolutely 
right in rejecting the latest overture for 
a peaceful resolution to the Kosovo crisis 
transmitted through Russian Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov as falling 
too short of the peace package outlined 
at Rambouillet and Paris and agreed to 
by the people of Kosovo. Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic's offer to 
scale down his military activities in 
Kosovo and allow the free return of 
refugees in return for a halt to NATO 
military strikes against his country just 
does not make the grade. 

His offer to accept the repatriation of 
the Kosovars is an admission that they 
were evicted en masse from their homes, 
cities and villages by force. So much for 
Belgrade’s claim that the refugees left 
their country of their own volition. By 
offering to remove some of his forces 
from Kosovo, the Serb leader concedes 
as .well, that he had sent additional 
armed forces in recent times to Kosovo, 
again in violation of the peace process 
that he feigned to have taken seriously. 
NATO made clear right from the outset 
that what is required of Belgrade is 
pure and simple: The withdrawal of the 
Serbian army, police force and thugs 
from Kosovo, the immediate cessation 
of ethnic cleansing and genocidal war- 
fare, the facilitation of the repatriation 
of refugees and the acceptance to grant 
the Kosovars autonomy. As President 
Bill Clinton observed in the wake of the 
failed Primakov mediation efforts, 
NATO allies are united in their outrage 
over the Serb’s atrocities. 

Perhaps what has failed is only the first 
stage of the Russian prime minister's 
determined efforts to seek a peaceful set- 
tlement to the Kosovo crisis. Primakov 
deserves praise for trying, albeit unsuc- 
cessfully, thus far. Moscow must perse- 
vere in its attempts to find a solution. 
Failing once is no reason to give up. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Raj's Kheirallah Kheirallah said char Europe has practical- 
ly called for the establishment of a Palestinian state in accor- 
dance with the idea that the Middle East needs such a state. 
US. caution seems to be necessary as Europe provides guar- 
antees for Yasser Arafat to enable him to postpone the decla- 
ration of the state until after the Israeli elections. Kheirallah 
said. Europe in fact is trying lo fill the gap the US. is leaving, 
because Washington is unable to interfere in Israeli internal 
affairs out of fear of providing support for Benyamin 
Netanyahu, he argued. At a time when Europe is encouraging 
the establishment of a Palestinian stale, the US. wants to put 
an end to Netanyahu's increasingly negative policies, said 
Kheirallah, who added that the Europeans are “politically 
bombing” the Iaaeli prime mi raster and militarily bombing 
the Serbian president. Time will prove that the Oslo accords 
will remain stronger than Netanyahu, regardless of what the 
enemies of peace might do. Kheirallah concluded. 

Al Dustour’s Jihad Momani said some people thought that 
Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’izf S. Rawabdeh was exaggerating 
when he requested a two-week period to provide evidence of 
his government’s first achievement. Such doubts stem from 
stereotypes abort governments, who make promises that are 
never realised, added Momani. He argued that willingness to 
look at the new Press and Publications Law is by itself an 
achievement of the new government whose leader, unlike pre- 
vious herds of governments that claimed to be democrats 
without showing signs of being so, does not at least deny that 
he is inclined to "dictaiorshiprlVIomara, however, argued that 
Rawabdeh will be forced to become a democrat. He also said 
that the government’s readiness to open a national dialogue, 
and the general amnesty issued recently are other accomplish- 
ments under the leadership of His Majesty King Abdullah. 
Momani concluded that Rawabdeh is not a magician, but has 
proved that governments can accomplish something on the 
first day of receiving the Letter of Designation if they work 
hard enough to implement the duties entrusted to them. 


The example of Dana 


MY FAMILY and I spent the first 
two days of the ’Eid at Dana. Not 
at the resthouse, which we stayed 
at and loved last year, but at the 
camp site — in the middle of 
nature per se. The idea of sleep- 
ing and living in a tent, the way 
many of our grandparents slept 
and rived not long ago has 
appealed to us over the years, 
until we finally did it 

This may seem somewhat iron- 
ic: we who, in the minds of some, 
live in a world of deserts, camels 
and tents experience a couple of 
days at a tent for the first time in 
our lives. Well, this is just to 
show you that many of our con- 
ceptions of “the other” are in fact 
gross misconceptions and that 
the process of industrialisation, 
urbanisation and globalisation is 
not only bringing the peoples of 
this tiny globe closer (physically 
but also in terms of patterns of 
behaviour, modes of living, 
habits, customs, etc.) but is also 
dissolving many of our cultural 
diversities and many of our 
uniqueness. 

Much can be said about the said 
two days. The tranquillity and 
peace of nature, but also the tran- 
quillity and peace of mind. One 
loves one’s fellow human beings 


(even if they happen to be city 
dwellers who are rude and incon- 
siderate in many of their customs 
and habits), but one always wel- 
comes a change — a break in the 
monotonous rhythm of city life. 

And there is also the sponta- 
neous education that comes as a 
result of the observation of the 
many things to observe, the 
exploration of the many pans of 
the reserve, and the experiences 
of sorts which one cannot but go 
through. For a couple of days, 
you become a Wordsworth, a 
Coleridge, a Keats. a-Shelley, a 
Byron, an Emerson, a Thoreau. a 
Whitman. You sit and observe, 
you sit and meditate, you walk at 
leisure, you climb a mountain, 
you wake up early and hide in the 
hope of spotting an animal, you 
sit in a large, open tent and chat 
with your friends. You can do a 
zillion simple, fun things. 

Dana is a success story. Three 
things about it stand out. First, it 
is a milestone in the history of 
organising our relationship with 
the environment. For the most 
part, our relationship with the 
land is not built on wise plan- 
ning. even in its simplest forms. 
Our urban centres increase hori- 
zontally at a mad pace: we build 


homes wherever we wUh. we 
erect factories of all sorts wher- 
ever we want, and w’e bulldoze 
roads through plains and hills 
wherever we desire. In and 
around our urban centres we 
have not been declaring ample 
spaces off limits for our psycho- 
logical, aesthetic needs and for 
the protection of the uniqueness 
of the landscape itself. 

I have lamented in this column 
more than once the mad urban 
expansion in the Houran plains in 
and surrounding Irbid. Factories, 
schools, homes, chicken fanns, 
roads are built constantly in it 
without respect for either its his- 
toric or present importance. Dana 
is a lesson in organising and 
planning our relation with the 
environment and an example of 
the wisdom of man. much of 
which we lack these days. 

I was, under this environmental 
umbrella, also impressed with 
the respect the workers at the 
Dana reserve have for the place 
and for the environment. From 
the clerk who receives, to the 
tour guide, to the truck driver, to 
the campsite manager, they are 
all environmentally conscious. 
They give you enough explana- 
tion. enough history, and enough 
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anecdotes to make you feel drat 
the place is as holy as the holiest 
of places. And this is the way to 
go. 

“ in other parts of our homeland, 
we abuse the environment in all 
kinds of ways: we throw tissues, 
cigarette butts, diapers, soda 
cans, pieces of paper, old clothes, 
motor oil. old furniture, you 
name it. A stay at Dana is a les- 
son in cleanliness, tidiness and 
environmental awareness. 

But the workers at Dana stand 
out in another way. Their effi- 
ciency. friendliness, helpfulness, 
awareness of the needs of visi- 
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From Vietnam through Gaza to Kosovo: 
Lessons about power, values, and identities 


WASHINGTON — - As I have 
been watching the American-led 
NATO Attacks against Serbian 
targets from the American capi- 
tal, I have been transported back 
three decades to my university 
years in the United States, and I 
watched a very similar war. 
global drama, and political 
debate that centred then around 
the U.S., Vietnam. and 
Cambodia. Then as now. the 
U.S. and the world confront sim- 
ilar questions with serious impli- 
cations for the future of our 
world without yet eliciting any 
kind of global consensus. 
Humankind looks slightly fool- 
ish celebrating the dawn of a 
new millennium while some of 
the biggest, most global issues 
raised by the closing decades of 
the previous millennium remain 
largely unanswered and even 
unaddressed. 

Some of these issues have 
been widely discussed in the 
press and in public forums in the 
United States this week (to the 
credit of the American way), and 
they emphasise the impressive 
complexity of precisely what is 
involved here. 

Some of these important issues 
are the following: In which situ- 
ations can one justify the use of 
massive American and Western 
military power against a weaker 
state? What is the role of the 
Uni red Nations Security Council 
in such situations? Does the 
North Atlantic - Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) effective- 
ly have global authority to take 
the decisions that the U.N. 
Security Council was once 
designed to take? What is the 
real meaning today of a coun- 


try’s “sovereignty"? When can 
other countries decide, collec- 
tively or unilaterally, to inter- 
vene in a country's domestic 
affairs in order to stop behaviour 
that they deem to be politically 
or morally unacceptable? Can 
high-tech military power be 
used unilaterally to achieve lim- 
ited, local objectives, or must 
global powers accept only the 
two options of massive, all-out 
warfare or totally ignoring the 
brutal excesses of local tyrants? 

The impressive debate on 
these issues within the L'.S. is 
also slightly irrelevant, given 
that the political power structure 
in this country continues to 
allow the president in the White 
House to engage in the most 
extraordinary kinds of self-grati- 
fying acts, as long as the living 
standards of most Americans 
continue to improve. In the 
hearts and minds of most 
Americans, whether Duke or 
Connecticut win the U.S. col- 
lege basketball championship 
game this week generates much 
more interest and passion than 
anything that happens in 
Kosovo. 

The facts of the Kosovo situa- 
tion are dreadful: the political 
barbarism, humanitarian atroci- 
ties. and nationalistic aggression 
of the Serbian forces of 
Slobodan Milosevic are beyond 
doubt, and should be stopped, if 
possible. The U.S. and NATO 
and others around the world are 
correct to seek to right this terri- 
ble wrong. But what is the best 
way to achieve this goal? And 
what is an acceptable price for 
achieving the goal? 

Some American commentators 


and analysts — in a manner that 
betrays a deadly arrogance born 
of ignorance, materialistic over- 
indulgence. and zero apprecia- 
tion of genuine historical experi- 
ence suggest that the L'.S. must 
attack Serbia because of the 
"civilising mission" of the 
American-led NATO group. 
Some argue that American 
power and material well-being 
require it to use its force around 
the globe to maintain order and 
keep commercial markets open, 
regardless of stepping on the 
toes of independent states. 
Others suggest that punitive air 
strikes cannot achieve political 
goals (as the Iraq situation 
would also suggest, where U.S. 
and U.K. forces remain perma- 
nently bogged down in a surveil- 
lance' mission that breeds more 
Iraqi defiance than compliance). 

Unambiguously, the world 
must work to stop the unaccept- 
able moral and political conse- 
quences of states that sometimes 
behave in a predatory and 
aggressive manner (Serbia in 
Kosovo, Iraq in Kuwait, Israel in 
Palestine and Lebanon. 
Indonesia in East Timor, and 
many others). The issues that are 
raised by such colonial situa- 
tions and conduct probably can- 
not be resolved merely by dis- 
cussing the specifics of a partic- 
ular episode of ethnic cleansing 
or imperial expansion, in 
Kosovo or Gaza or Northern 
Ireland. Wider issues are at stake 
here, issues that revolve around 
how states and individuals 
define and organise themselves, 
and use their available power to 
assert that self-definition. 

The U.S. and NATO say they 
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use military force in some situa- 
tions in order ultimately to pro- 
mote a set of ideological and 
human values: freedom, capital- 
ism. democracy, equality, and 
others that they have defined 
and defended for centuries. This 
defence of ideological values 
often finds itself in military war- 
fare with groups of people who 
define themselves primarily by- 
criteria of blood, ethnic, reli- 
gious or cultural identities crite- 
ria that lend themselves to the 
emotional appeals of fireband 
nationalist demagogues and trib- 
al zealots. The military action 
that American forces have seen 
in recent years — Somalia. Iraq, 
Lebanon, Bosnia, Kosovo. 
Sudan. Haiti, Afghanistan 
reflects a peculiarly consistent 
dichotomy between an American 
worldview that organises people 
and societies according to their 
ideological values, and a very' 
different worldview that organ- 
ises stares and societies accord- 
ing to their blood and cultural 
identities. 


The human suffering in 
Kosovo is terrible and unaccept- 
able: but the official American 
view that NATO intervened to 
stop the human suffering is 
childish nonsense l for if that 
were really the case, why has 
NATO not intervened in. say. 
Sudan and other places where 
human suffering i> equally 
severe and localised, and has 
been endured for many more 
decades? i. The fighting in 
Kosovo and Serbia challenge* Ux 
as the Vietnam war did three 
decades ago to ponder two relat- 
ed questions: how can or should 
powerful states use their power 
to promote a better world? And 
what defines a better world? 

The evidence to date from the 
past week suggests that 
American-led NATO power 
unleashed on Serbia has proba- 
bly made matters much worse 
for the people of Kosovo, with- 
out checking the underlying fac- 
tor of Serbian nationalism. The 
evidence from the u»e of Anglo- 
American power against Iraq, nr 
Israeli power against 
Palestinians and Lebanese, is the 
same: disproportionate u*e of 
unilateral military power to 
achieve a political objective usu- 
ally' fails, if the underlying polit- 
ical problems are not addressed 
in a rational and fair manner that 
balances the reality of ideologi- 
cal and human values against the 
equal reality of cultural and 
national identities. Americans 
killing Serbians as a response to 
Serbians killing Kosovars 
strikes me and many others 
around the world as compound- 
ing the problem, not resolvins it. 


MENA comeback? 


PRICES ARE probably too high 
these days on stock markets in 
developed countries, and the col- 
lapse of share prices as well as cur- 
rencies in Russia, and parts of 
Latin America and East Asia has 
made a joke out of investing in 
many emerging markets. Yet, some 
of the capital that had fled places 
tike Brazil or Indonesia and can’t 
find a home in New York or 
Frankfurt is flowing into other 
places. This includes parts of 
Eastern Europe (though this trend 
is being dampened by the NATO 
aggression in the BaliransJ as well 
as the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA). This is good busi- 
ness and logical economics, as 
opposed to the somewhat irrational 
contagion that had gripped Third 
World stock markets last year and 
in 1997. When that financial ail- 
ment was at its peak, a collapse in 
Russia threatened a crash in Brazil, 
and a sharp fall in Thailand's 
shares and currency meant a simi- 
lar drop in South Korea. By the 
end of 1998, however, things had 
cooled down, with Eastern 
European markets starting ro 
attract some of the capital that had 
fled places like Indonesia and 
Malaysia. If may now be the turn 
of MENA. 

This makes sense. In fact, things 
happened like that not too long ago 
when shares in Mexico and other 
parts of Latin America fell in the 
mid-90s. During that episode, the 


Mr. Clean, technocratic Mexican 
president aimed out to be a crook 
(surprise, surprise) and went into a 
hurried exile, leading ro collapse in 
Mexico and contagion among 
some of its southern neighbours. A 
bit of the money that was invested 
in or that was set to go to Latin 
America then ended up in MENA, 
with shares in Amman and Cairo, 
among other Arab stock 
exchanges, firming up as a result. 
This same process may now be at 
work again. 

If we exclude such places as 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait (because 
of their restrictions on foreign 
investors), markets like Egypt the 
United Arab Emirates, Morocco, 
Bahrain, Jordan and Lebanon are 
now places that pop into foreign 
investors' minds when they think 
of international diversification. 
The combined market capitalisa- 
tion for the stock exchanges in the 
MENA region is paltry, and it 
doesn’t take much cash to push 
them up, and this may now hap- 
pen. 

In the markets of MENA today, a 
tempting combination of reform of 
financial systems, a tendency for 
many Arab economies to move in a 
different cycle from the rest of the 
world, and some compelling share 
valuations means that foreign 
investors are trickling back. 

Egypt in particular is once again 
attracting the attention of interna- 
tional capital. The process has not 


been fast or dramatic, but then if it 
were, you wouldn’t find bargains 
on the Cairo Exchange. Earnings 
for companies trading there were 
up 15 per cent in 1998, even as 
share prices declined by double 
that rate. So far this year. Egyptian 
stocks have advanced 12 per cent, 
and they are still cheap by the stan- 
dards of today’s developed mar- 
kets. Egypt's projected growth rate 
for 1999 is not far under five per 
cent, and economic reforms are 
continuing, so foreign investors 
fed up with Wall Street or Mahatir 
Mohammad may be returning. One 
thing about Egypt that reassures 
many these days is that its eco- 
nomic growth rate can generally 
overcome the rise in population. 

The latter is still formidable, but, 
unlike Jordan and other places in 
the region, the Egyptian econom- 
ic/demographic growth ratio is 
starting to look more favourable. 

U.S. companies in particular are 
today more bullish on Egypt and 
other parts of MENA than they 
have been since 1995. Despite the 
challenges and problems of doing 
business in MENA, more and 
more people in the U.S. once again 
believe that there are opportunities 
for investment in the region. 

This has dearly happened with a 
tittle help from Uncle Sam. Today, 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), in collab- 
oration with the State Department, 
other U.S. government agencies 
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and the private sector, has major 
programmes in Lebanon. 
Morocco, the West Bank and Gaza. 
Egypt, and Jordan. More limited 
activities are also being conducted 
in \emen, Oman, Tunisia and 
Algeria, USAID is trying make an 

vSPxfi promote growth in 
MENA by focusing its pro- 
grammes on areas such as promot- 
ing the private sector, helping to 
address critical water issues, “and 
tackling the question of population 
growth. 

° wtal amount of USAID's 
57 billion budget allocated for for- 
eign assistance, some 42 per cent 
goes to the Middle East. The size 
of that resource as well as the 
effort made in focusing it demon- 
strate commitment to the MENA 
region, and the lesson has not been 
lost on the private sector. In P arti c . 


ular. USAID programmes that 
supposed to have an impact 
economic policy issues continue 
try to put in place more libt 
rales and regulations govern 
investment. 

This is obviouslv another 
assuring factor 'for mon 
-American or otherwise, com; 
into the region from the West. 
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auiiudes in recipient countri 
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£ ped ruin some emerging m; 
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good aid and investment withe 
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TODAY, THE map of Canada will be 
transformed when the present-dav North- 
west Territories (NWT) Ls divided in two 
The resulting new territory will be called 
Nunavut which means “our land” in 
Inuktitut, the Inuit language. 

Nunavut’s lands will take in the centra] 
and eastern portions of today's NWT 
These are the traditional lands of the Inuit 
who live in the Canadian North — lands 
their ancestors inhabited for thousands of 
years. The population of the new territo- 
ry will be &5 per cent InuiL 

When the territory of Nunavut comes 
into being in 1999. it will fulfil a long- 
time dream for Inuit of the NWT. Even 
though the Nunavut government will be a 
public government. Inuit will make up 
the majority of the population. TTiey will 
govern a territory of about 2 million 
square kilometres, one fifth of Canada's 
total land mass. 

The government of Nunavut will 
enable Inuit to assume their rightful place 
in C anada 's federation and take charge of 
their own destiny. 

The idea of dividing the NWT is not 
new. In fact, the federal and territorial 
governments and Inuit of the NWT dis- 
cussed the possible division for many 
years. 

In 1976. the Inuit Tapirisai of Canada 
(ITCl asked the federal government to 
map out a boundary between the eastern 
and western regions of the NWT. The 
ITC represents Inuit across r.maHn ft 
wanted the eastern region of the NWT to 
be the Nunavut Territoiy because of Inuit 
land claims in that area 

After years of negotiations, the 
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement was 
settled in 1993. It was the laigesl land 
claim ever settled in Canadian history. 
The settlement gives Inuit control of 
more than 350,000 square kilometres of 
land, of which 36,000 square kilometres 
include mineral rights. In addition, the 
land claim settlement provides Inuit with 
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more than $1 billion over 14 years, and 
guaranteed participation in decisions on 
land and resource management. 

The land claim setdement agreement 
has a provision to establish Nunavut “as 
soon as possible.’ The governments of 
Canada and the NWT and the Tunsavik 
Federation of Nunavut (which represent- 
ed Nunavut Inuit during the land claim 
process.) agreed to negotiate a political 
accord. 

This accord, signed in 1992, outlined 
how the government of the Nunavut Ter- 
ritory would operate. And it fixed 1 999 as 
the year the new territory would become 
a reality. In 1993, the Parliament of Cana- 
da passed the legislation enacting both 
the land claim settlement and the accord 
to create the territory of Nunavut — 
which will transform the map of Canada. 

When the new Nunavut government 
takes power on April 1. 1999. it will lace 
many challenges, including creating 
employment opportunities for a large 
work force of young people. With the 
creation of the Nunavut government, res- 
idents of the new territory will be able to 
decide themselves how they want to meet 
these challenges. The new government 
will have powers like those of the two 
existing territorial governments. It will 
have an elected legislative assembly, a 
cabinet and a territorial court 

The Department of Indian Adairs and 
Northern Development (DIAND) is 
working together with Inuit and the gov- 
ernment of the Northwest Territories on 
preparations for the establishment of the 
new government The Nunavut Tun- 
ngavik Inc. (the former Timgavik Feder- 
ation of Nunavut). Nunavut Arctic Col- 
lege, the NWT government and DIAND 
are organising various training pro- 
grammes to support preparation of Inuit 
for government and private sector jobs in 
the new territory. These training pro- 
grammes focus on management admin- 
istration and support services. 


Through their new government 
Nunavut residents will be in charge of 
education, health, social services,"* and 
many other provincial-type responsibili- 
ties. The establishment of the new gov- 
ernment will help stimulate the regional 
economy, not only creating government 
jobs, but also spin-off jobs" in the private 
sector. 

Until April 1, 1999, die Office of the 
Interim Commissioner (OIC) is responsi- 
ble for the establishment of an opera- 
tional government that can function 
effectively once the new territoiy comes 
into being. The duties of the OIC include 
arrangements for staffing the new gov- 
ernment and ensuring that all needed 
systems are in place, such as financial 
management and an administration sys- 
tem for the territorial courts. 

The birth of the new territoiy is expect- 
ed to attract development corporations in 
businesses as diverse as shrimp fishing, 
hotels and construction. There are also 
possibilities for mining copper, gold, sil- 
ver. lead, zinc and diamonds. 

The tourism indusny is also likely to 
expand, especially as three new national 
parks will be created inside Nunavut. 

After the creation of Nunavut in 1999, 
the western section of today’s NWT will 
still be known as the Northwest Territo- 
ries. At present, the NWT has an elected 
territorial government with powers over 
education, social services, local govern- 
ment, housing and other programmes. 

The division of the present-day NWT 
gives residents of the western Northwest 
Territories a chance to rethink their sys- 
tem of government. The government of 
Canada supports a “made in the North” 
proposal for a new western NWT gov- 
ernment. Until a proposal is approved, 
the current system of government will 
remain in operation. 

The division of the NWT will bring in 
an exciting new era for northerners on 
both sides of the boundary line. 


Nunavut Fast Facts 

Area — 2 million square kilometres (about one fifth of Canada’s land mass). 

Population — 85 per cent Inuit out of total population of 25,000. 

Capital City — Iqaluit (population 4,500). 

Geog^pJWc regions — Qikiqtaaluk, Kivalliq (formerly known as Baffin and Keewatin) and 


Communities — Nunavut has 
28 communities of which 
Iqaluit is the largest 

Parks — Three national parks 
will be created within 
Nunavut’s borders. 


fr# 


Definitions 



and spiritual beliefs. 


Inuit: An abort 


in northern 


Canada, w) 
i Labrador. 


who live above the tree line in the Northwest 


| Territories, analn N^rtb en^gue b ec^and Lab raaor. The word means “people” in the Innit lan- 



guage — Inuktitut The singular of Inuit is Inuk. 

i . 

I Land claims: In 1973, the federal government recognised two broad classes qf,elmnis.^r cpntd 
prehensive and specific. “ ' - 

j Comprehensive claims are based on the recognition that there are continuing abonainM dehts i 
[ to lands and natural resources. These kinds of rjaims come iipin those parts 
| aboriginal title has not previously been dealt with by treaty and other * — * - 
are called “comprehensive^ because of their wide scojpe. They include 

1 fishing and trapping rights and financial compensation. _ 

j Specific claims deal with specific grievances that First Nations may have regarding the fulfil- 
ment of treaties. 

| Specific claims also cover grievances relating to the administration of First Nations landsand 
i assets under the Indian Act 

| The North: Land in Canada located north of the 60th Parallel. DIAND’s responsibilities for 
i land and resources in the Canadian North relate only to the Northwest. Territories mid the: 

! Yukon. 


NATO expands bombing campaign as Russia announces plan to send ship to Mediterranean 


(Confined from page 1) 

The Western alliance said it 
had destroyed or severely dam- 
aged about 30 Yugoslav air- 
craft. It also said it had hit an 
airfield, an army garrison, an 
airborne brigade headquarters 
and a military police headquar- 
ters in Serbia. 

A NATO spokesman said 
Secretary General Javier 
Solana had authorised the mili- 
tary' to "extend the range and 
tempo of operations to max- 
imise the effectiveness of the 
campaign.” General Sir 
Charles Guthrie, chief of 
Britain’s defence staff, told a 
news conference: “The tempo 
is hotting up.” 

Serbian forces with tanks and 
heavy artillery have overrun 
ethnic Albanian guerrillas dy- 
ing to defend a volley in central 
Kosovo where as many as 
50,000 refugees are sheltering. 
Western diplomats in the 
Balkans told Reuters on 
Wednesday. 

"Serbian attacks on the 
Pagarusa Valley continue and 
the problem there is much 
more acute than yesterday." 
said one diplomat in frequent 
contact with the Kosovo Liber- 
ation Army fKLA)- 

“The KLA put up a fight but 
from what I can gather they 
were blown away by T-55 
tanks. There’s nothing between 


the civilians sheltering in the 
valley and the Serbs. There’s 
obviously the potential for a 
huge tragedy.” 

The valley, about 50 km 
southwest of Kosovo's capital 
Pristina, does not lie near 
international borders and (here 
is no easy escape route. 

The White House suggested , 
on Wednesday the NATO air 
strikes against Yugoslavia were 
an open-ended campaign. 

“We have no firm timetable 
for this,” a White House 
spokesman said. “Ether Presi- 
dent Milosevic is going to 
change his calculation or we 
are going to continually and 
systematically hit his military 
and deprive him of the ability to 
impose his wflL’’ 

The moderate Kosovo 
Albanian political leader 
Ibrahim Rugova told journal- 
ists in Pristina on Wednesday 
that the NATO bombing erf 
Yugoslavia must stop. 

“The bombing must stop. 
Everything must stop.” Rugova 
said, adding that “this must be 
worked on" and "Belgrade 
must cooperate” in ending the 
wan 

•“Belgrade must commit to a 
diplomatic path and accept an 
accord” for peace in foe sepa- 
ratist province, and “must 
accept intermediaries such as 
[LIS. diplomai Richard] Hol- 
brooke and [Russian Prime 


Minister Yevgeny] Primakov." 

Rugova also had a message 
for NATO, that it must also 
understand: “Not to kill people 
and help find a solution.” 

Rugova, who was speaking 
at his home in Pristina after 
repons that he was in hiding 
and his house had been 
destroyed, described the pre- 
sent situation in Kosovo as 
“veiy tragic’’ 

Speculation had been rife in 
recent days over the fete of the 
Kosovo Democratic League 
(KDL) leader. In Berm on 
Tbesday, the KDL representa- 
tive abroad, Hafiz Gagica, said 
Rugova had been wounded 
and that his late was uncertain. 

The Kosovo Albanian leader 
said Serb police bad offered to 
guarantee his security and that 
he had "accepted.” 

Yugoslavia’s official news 
agency Tanjug said NATO 
dropped cluster bombs on die 
outskirts of Kosovo's second 
largest city Pec, hitting a resi- 
dential area inhabited solely by 
Serbs. 

Despite the aerial onslaught, 
a NATO spokesman said Serb 
forces were still expelling eth- 
nic Albanian residents from 
Kosovo and destroying public 
records and archives. 

Refugees aniving in neigh- 
bouring Albania. Macedonia 
and Montenqgro told stories of 
seeing relatives and neighbours 


killed in cold blood. 

Many said Serb troops had 
stripped them of identity papers 
and even car number plates to 
deprive them of proof they 
were ever Yugoslav citizens 
and prevent them returning. 

A NAIO spokesman said the 
expulsions amounted to a 
“modern-day great terror:” 

“Without international relief ' 
■ assistance, starvation is eaqpect-. 
ed in 10 days to two weeks” in 
Kosovo; World Food Pro- 
gramme Executive Director 
Catherine Bertini said in Lon- 
don. 

The number of refugees 
crossing snowy mountains into 
Albania is nearing 100.000 and 
the influx shows no sign of let- 
ting up, European monitors 
said. Albania urged die West to 
move quickly to help them and 
said another 100,000 might be 
on foe way. 

Around 1 25,000 people haw 
fled Kosovo since NATO 
bombings began last week, the 
United Nations refugee agency 
UNHCR said. 

Hundreds arrived at the 
Macedonian bolder by train, 
saying Serb forces had rounded 
them up at gunpoint and locked 
them on baud without food or 
water. 

In Paris, French President 
Jacques Chirac urged the Eunv 
pean Union to coordinate a 
huge aid effort. 


Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov said Russia had 
“reliable information” the Unit- 
ed States was considering a 
plan to let Kosovo break away 
from Yugoslavia or to divide up 
the restive province. There was 
no confirmation from other 
capitals. 

Italy said it would be hard to 
resurject the. Rambouillet 
police, plan for Yugoslavia. 


French Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin insisted that Milosevic 
must be persuaded ‘to 
renounce his power politics 
and his policy of ethnic cleans- 
ing, so that he will be obliged 
to yield, to come out erf this 
conflict as the loser.” 

In Washington, U.S. officials 
said the United States had 
taken over Yugoslav diplomatic 
facilities in the United States 


because Belgrade had cut 
diplomatic ties with Washing- 
ton. 

More and more Belgrade 
Serbs pinned to their clothes 
mock targets of paper, unim- 
pressed by NATO’s insistence 
that the bombing is aimed only 
at the Yugoslav militaiy, not 
civilians. 

An independent Belgrade 
radio station said NATO 


bombs near the city had killed 
eight people, including both 
soldiers and civilians, and 
injured 22. 

Belgrade says its fences in 
Kosovo are merely responding 
to aggression by separatist eth- 
nic Albanian guerrillas and by 
NATO, which it accuses of vio- 
lating international law. spon- 
soring terrorism and seeking to 
dismember Serbia. 


Piano Piano 

vv/here east meets west 
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Did you say ‘scuzzy’? 


t 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

ALTHOUGH SEVERAL years 
have past since its introduction in 
the world of personal computing 
the SCSI — pronounced “scuzzy” 
— interface remains a mystery for 
some PC users. The acronym 
stands for Small Computer System 
Interface. Like the parallel and the 
serial types, SCSI lets you connect 
a wide range of peripherals to PCs. 
Typically, the parallel type is for 
primers, the serial is often used to 
attach modems, mice or joysticks, 
and the EIDE is for hard disks, to 
name the main ones. Compared to 
these three. SCSI provides a much 
faster and wider input-output flow 
between the PC and the peripheral 
connected to it- Physically, the 
interface is a small electronic card 
that plugs inside the PC with cab e 
connectors to the outside world. 

Examples of SCSI devices are 
scanners, hard disks and remov- 
able data storage units like mag- 
netic tapes drives. Be ^se . of ‘ * 
speed and reliability- SCSI is the 
preferred choice of professionals 
and power users, whenever it is 
technically possible of course 
And though it is a little bit more 
difficult to set up the first «me, the 
advantages it brings large y 
the difficulty. One SCSI card 


allows the connection of up to 7 
SCSI peripherals (some can take 
15). 

It is a rather uncomplicated 
choice in most cases — with scan- 
ners more particularly — when the 
manufacturer simply delivers the 
card with the scanner. But when it 
comes to hard disks, a good 
knowledge of the industry stan- 
dards and a close follow-up of 
what’s going on in the field of 
computing is required, for the 
specifications are improved, and 
therefore modified, very often. 
Just to give an idea of how confus- 
ing it can get, there is SCSI-1, 
SCSI-U, SCSI-m, Wide SCSI, 
Ultra SCSI, Ultra Wide SCSI, Fast 
SCSI, and so forth. Naturally each 
type requires different cables, dif- 
ferent connectors, works only with 
selected devices and can be used 
in specific, compatible models of 
computers. Choosing and 
installing one should be left to a 
professional. 

Although the recent models of 
hard disks using the EIDE inter- 
face have become extremely fast, 
SCSI types are still faster. PCs 
used as servers or in high-end mul- 
timedia productions are based on 
SCSI hard disks. At equal capaci- 
ty. such disks are three to five 
times more expensive than EIDE 



types, not 
to mention 
the addi- 
tional 
price of 
the SCSI 
card itself, 

which varies from JD60 to JD350. 
A 6GB hard disk costs aboui 
JD180 in EIDE format and JD650 
in SCSI. As for EIDE. it doesn’t 
require any extra card for it is built 
inside most computers. 

The current transfer rates of 
EIDE are 16 to 33 MB/s (million 
bytes per second) and SCSI are 80 
to 100 MB/s. A new type of EIDE 
called Ultra DMA4, working at 66 
MB/s. has been announced. 

Whether one needs an EIDE or a 
SCSI hard disk depends on the 
software application one is using. 
It is also a matter of budget. Most 
regular computing, including 
Internet surfing, works fine with 
EIDE drives. 

Generally, if your application 
absolutely requires SCSI or even if 
it simply would work better with 
it, the documentation will tell you 
about it. Otherwise don’t, lose 
sleep over it. 

For comments, questions or sugges- 
tions, Jean-Claude Elias can In- 

reached as jean-ciaude ® nets, coiu.jt > 
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Financial markets seen 
key to Asia recovery 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, April 1 - 2, 1999 


Bahrain has good control over 
state spending — Moody’s 


BANGKOK (R) — Asian 
financial markets must be 
developed to mobilise the 
billions of dollars needed to 
rebuild Asia’s shattered 
economies, economists say. 

Papers prepared for a 
World Bank conference of 
leading bankers and finan- 
cial analysts this week 
argue that domestic 
demand must be boosted 
across the region by the 
injection of vast amounts of 
capital. 

Part of this money is like- 
ly to come from govern- 
ment spending, such as the 
economic stimulus package 
announced in Thailand this 
week. 

But many of the papers,, 
obtained by Renters on 
Wednesday ahead of the 
conference, argue that 
much of the capital will 
have to come from the debt 
and equity markets, which 
need to be expanded and 
made more efficient in 
order to attract investors. 

■The crisis underscores 
the need for redoubling of 
efforts to develop domestic 
debt markets," the regional 
head of Deutsche Bank in 
India, Javad Shirazi, argues 
in a paper due to be deliv- 
ered on Thursday. 

He says the underdevel- 
oped debt markets led to 
excessive reliance on banks 
and finance companies as 


the principal vehicles for 
term financing before the 
Asian crisis was triggered 
by the devaluation of the 
Thai baht in 1997. 

“More developed domes- 
tic debt markets would 
have lowered the risk of 
maturity mismatch faced by 
the banks and also would 
have reduced the probabili- 
ty of sharp and sudden 
reversals of capital flows,” 
he says. 

World Bank analysts 
Masahiro Kawai. Hongjoo 
Hahra and Giuseppe Iarossi 
say all five Asian 
economies struck worst by 
the Asian crisis — Indone- 
sia. Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, South Korea and 
Thailand — need to bolster 
their financial markets. 

“First, it is important to 
develop financial markets 
further to mobilise long- 
term savings for investment 
in productive corporate 
activity,” they say. 

“Second, it is important to 
deepen the foreign 
exchange market to enable 
firms to access foreign cur- 
rency hedging facilities. 
Third, it is important to 
strengthen corporate gover- 
nance so that coiporations 
can prudently manage their 
own financial positions,” 
says their paper, to be given 
on Friday. 

Several economists aigue 


that the equity markets also 
have a substantial role to 
play in raising funds for 
reconstruction. 

Calling for “comprehen- 
sive efforts" to develop 
domestic capital markets 
across Asia, leading Korean 
economists Yoon Je Cho 
and Changyong Rhee aigue 
securities markets need to 
be encouraged to grow and 
broaden. 

“Serious efforts have to 
be made to expand the 
equity market in these 
economies by encouraging 
collective investment vehi- 
cles. including mutual 
funds and investment and 
trust business,” they say. 

Companies working with- 
in these markets require 
more transparency, efficient 
legal systems and proper 
accounting standards, 
according to Dominique 
Dwor-Frecaut and Mary 
Hallward-Driemeier of the 
World Bank and Francis 
Colaco of Asia-Pacific 
Management Consultants. 

“The institutional frame- 
work for corporate gover- 
nance needs urgent 
strengthening to improve 
efficiency of credit alloca- 
tion and to reduce transac- 
tion costs,” they argue. 
“Greater transparency 
needs to be ensured in 
financial transactions.” 
they stressed. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Bahrain 
is maintaining good control 
over state spending, with 
low domestic and external 
debts, U.S. credit rating 
agency Moody’s Investors 
Service said in a report 
received here Wednesday. 

But low oil prices will 
increase fiscal pressure on 
this small Gulf emirate and 
non-oil revenues will be 
unable to compensate, the 
agency warned. 

Bahrain has a “generally 
prudent management of its 
fiscal accounts and low 
domestic and external debt 
levels," with “good control 
over state expenditures” and 
occasional support from 
neighbouring states. 

Despite this, pressure may 
come, in the medium-term, 
from a continuing “heavy 
dependence on oil and gas 
revenues ... and the lacklus- 
tre performance of non-oil 
revenues.” 

Oil and gas make up about 
60 per cent of total govern- 
ment revenues and ‘’increas- 
es in non-oil revenues will 
not be able to make up for 
, the continued loss from 
depressed oil prices and 
may shrink themselves." 

Bahrain is the Gulf's 
smallest oil producer, with 
output of just under 38.000 
barrels per day (bpd) as well 
as 140,000 bpd from an off- 
shore field shared with 
Saudi Arabia. 

The government will have 


ARIES: (March 21 to April ~ 

19) Looks like a good day to U Q D f 

spend ■ money on something 1 1 

you’ve been wanting for ages. 

You've probably been saving FORECAST FOR F 

up. but may not have quite 

enough yet. If you pool your By Linda C. Black. Tr 
resources with another per- 
son. you could have it sooner instead of later, which is not a 
bad idea. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Looks like you're going to do 
pretiy well today, eventually. Its not going to look like that for 
a while, however. It will initially appear that your every move 
is blocked. Just stay on course and don't take no for an answer. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Be careful if you're pushing 
hard at work today. There could be an accident, and you don’t 
want it to happen to you. Also, watch out for the other people, 
especially anybody dealing with caustic materials or poisons. 
You want to move quickly, of course, but don’t be hasty or 
impetuous. Advise your friends to be cautious as well. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) This is a much better day for 
you in many ways, but there is one little problem, still — an 
authority figure who seems to enjoy leaning on you. Its exas- 
perating, but actually today it won’t be too bad. Looks like this 
person is in a frivolous mood. Not a good day to ask for more 
money, though. Not quite that frivolous. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) The desire to stay home in bed 
will be very strong today, but you probably won’t get away 
with it You might later wish that you had, however. Looks like 
a clash with a partner could put you in a blue mood. It can only 
be temporary, (hough, since it is Friday. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) Looks like you’re 
under quite a bit of pressure at work, and the pace is quick. 
Unfortunately, you need to stop and read the manual, but you 
don’t really have the time. Your best bet may be to call some- 
one who already knows instead of trying to figure it out your- 
self. Do whatever woiks, even if its kind of expensive. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You work hard for 


_ ^ _ __ ; your monev. and today some 

HOROSCOPE ; * at *** is ^ » 

IIN/I1WWVV/I I- finally pay off. If you've done 

— — : a very good job on a recent 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 2 , 1999 | assignment, you'll be reward- 

-- - - ] ed with not only more monev-. 

By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, fnc. bur also more respect Hold 

out for that respect Its the 

most important part 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 » You may have to 
dig in your heels today. Another person wants to change the 
procedure, but you know what will work best You've been 
through this routine a thousand times before. Let your experi- 
ence prevail, but don’t totally squash another's enthusiasm. 
With both, you’re a formidable team. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You're 
under increased pressure to prove you know what you’re talk- 
ing about prove you know where you're going, prove your 
love, whatever. Its bound to come up today. Don’t try to wig- 
gle out of it Its part of your education. Just let people know 
where you stand and you’ll do fine. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You have 
friends in high places, and today they're encouraging you to 
try new things. You want to comply, but feel a certain reluc- 
tance, especially if there’s danger involved. Caution is war- 
ranted. There could be a breakdown, and you want it to cost 
you money or time. Plan carefully before you leap. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A stem authority 
figure is going to give you fits today if you don’t go along with 
the programme. Unfortunately, you can't. You can see there's 
a problem, but you may not know exactly what it is yet. If all 
you can offer is the advice to slow down, do that. You might 
be helping today simply by applying the brakes. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There’s a conflict of 
interest today between something you want to do that's an 
adventure, and something you feel you have to do that's clos- 
er to home. This is not a good day to take risks anyway, so put 
off the adventure until tomorrow. 


to maintain a budget deficit 
during 1999-2001 of 
between five and seven per 
cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP), with financing 
falling "heavily on the 
domestic banking system 
and government bond 
sales.” 

The emirate’s deficit is 
projected to reach 160 mil- 
lion dinars ($421 million) in 
1999. which would equal 
about three per cent of esti- 
mated GDP for the year. 

Politicial tensions which 
have led to periodic unrest 
“could be further aggravat- 
ed by the economic down- 
turn," Moody's said. 

Despite a large banking 
and finance industry and a 
growing manufacturing sec- 
tor, unemployment remains 
worryingly high with unof- 
ficial figures averaging 
around the 15 per cent 
mark. 

Economic growth of 3.1 
per cent in 1997 turned into 
negative growth of 2.7 per 
cent last year, according to 
Western estimates. 

Gross domestic product 
dropped from S5.3 billion in 
1997 toS5.1 billion in 1998. 

Government spending, 
which has traditionally led 
economic growth and diver- 
sification. has been pruned 
this year following the col- 
lapse of global oil prices to 
record lows in recent 
months. 


South Korea 
real GDP 
plunges 5.8% 

SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea’s crisis -ravaged econ- 
omy shrank 5.8 per cent last 
year, posting its biggest fall 
in 45 years, but the recession 
is over and renewed growth 
is finally in sight, officials 
have said. 

The dramatic contraction 
in the real gross domestic 
product (GDP) contrasted 
with five per cent growth in 
1997. and reflected buckling 
investment and consumption 
as well as sluggish exports. 

“The shrinkage was drastic 
but was in line with expecta- 
tions given the devastating 
impact of Asia's financial 
and economic crisis on this 
country last year.” said busi- 
ness consultant Hank Morris 
of IRC Ltd. 

The figure, the w-orst since 
Seoul began keeping records 
at the end of the Korean war 
in 1953, followed years of 
growth of around eight per 
cent as South Korea enjoyed 
the fruits of the economic 
miracle of the 1960s and 
70s. 



India opens doors to 894 more import items 


NEW DELHI i AFP l — 
India's government liber- 
alised import laws on 
Wednesday, opening the 
door to nearly 900 new- for- 
eign products in its trade pol- 
icy for the next fiscal year, 
and unveiled steps to boost 
exports. 

Commerce Minister 

Ramkrishna Hegde said 894 
items, including agro prod- 
ucts and processed foods 
such as tomatoes and blue- 
veined cheese which were 
previously on a “restricted 
list" could be imported. 

Despite the liberalisation. 
667 imports still remain 


restricted. 

The minister also indicated 
the government would now 
permit the import of 414 
additional items ranging 
frc>m handbags to garden 
umbrellas against a special 
import licence. 

The policy for the fiscal 
year beginning Thursday is 
aimed at backing India's 
commitments to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
and other global trade bod- 
ies. 

India has both quantitative 
and tariff restrictions on 
imports. 

To meet WTO compliance. 


India has agreed to remove 
all quantitative restrictions 
on imports by the year 200?. 
But the United States has 
urged India to free all import 
curbs much earlier by 2002. 

India with a 40 per cent 
peak import tariff is one of 
the most protectionist 
economies in the world. 

“The time has come to 
implement the second gener- 
ation of reforms to make 
India economically strong." 
said Hegde. "These would 
include the withdraw! of 
quantitative restrictions on 
imports if we arc to integrate 
with the global economy.” 


THE Daily Crossword Ecfited by Wayne Robert WDGams 


ACROSS 

1 Cleansing 
agent 

5 Sportscaster 
Rashad 

10 Recedes 

14 Eye covetously 

15 Spanish lariat 

16 PoetTeasdaJe 

17 Predecessor of 
Unde Sam? 

20 Brown tint 

21 Ucodce- 
flavored Dqueur 

22 Russian 
sovereign 

25 Language 
suffix 

26 Bridle part 

29 Takes to court 

31 Mel Gibson film 

36 Helm dir. 

37 Abrupt 
transitions 

39 Stadium top 

40 Priest, at times 

44 Inscription on 

the cross 

45 Crown let 

46 Go astray 

47 Saucer's 
partner 

50 Commits 
perjury 

51 Bread choice 

52 Long, narrow 
Inlet 

54 Answer to 
"Shan we?" 

56 Brandy 
cocktails 

61 Host 

65 Convent heads 

68 Actor Sharif 

69 Subject of 
Caesar 

70 End-table Rem 

71 Festive event 

72 ■_ Gay* 

73 Spirited vigor 

DOWN 

1 Boohoos 

2 Fofldore 
monster 

3 Hanging to one 
side 

4 Lillie In Lille 

5 Exist 

6 One of the girls 
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By Eugene R. Puffbnberger 
Boston, VA 


7 Goya painting, 
The Naked 

8 Make amends 

9 Breakfast 
pastry 

IQ First family of 
Ferrara 

11 Thai currency 

12 Unruly kid 

13 Rational 

18 Sticky Situation 

19 On the briny 

23 Hungarian, 
violinist 

24 Show shock, 

e.g. 

26 Suit 

27 Vacuous 

28 Colorful tropical 
fish 

30 Ruin 

32 AMA members 

33 Also-ran 

34 Georgia school 

35 _ Haute, IN 
38 Escargot 

41 _ jacet (RIP) 

42 Unfettered 

43 Spring holiday 
48 Importune 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen ; 



Andy Capp 
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49 Coyote State's 
capital 

53 Fiery felony 

55 Grin 

56 Pollution woe 

57 Tony Musanta's 
TV series 

58 Slanted type: 

abbr. 


59 Racing org. 

60 Japanese 
wrestling 

62 Fossfl fuel 

63 Ms. Bombeck 

64 Sports stn. 

68 Buddy 

67 Alfonso’S 
queen 



5 h e's corning 
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Phosphate revenues rise by 35.8% 

Com™ ^^dnesda°y P k.r e rev ™u« jj°"' C0 " 1 P^ with JD10.9 mil- 

grew by 35.8 per ccm last year because nf i? 15 ' 3 011111001 * e > ,ear before, 

increased sales to markets vrorldwicfe aorihmpl a - compan 3' report.The report 
The firm made JD 1 4.8 million ,$20.8 nSfi phos^afe^dTeS S£ " SroW '" S 

Jordan International Trade Centre 
Company registers loss in 1998 


** THE JORDAN International Trading 
Centre Company posted a JDi 15,000 loss 
last year although gross profit amounted 
to JD291.000. Board Chairman Mousa 
Shehadeh attributed the loss mainly to 
settlement of doubtful debts and to the 
sharp drop in the prices of paper in addi- 
tion to sharp competition and instability 
in prices. 

Shehadeh told the shareholders that 
total sales amounted to JD2.4I million or 
an average of JD20 1.000 per month com- 
pared to JD4.87 million during 1997 at an 
average of JD232.000 per 'month. He 
explained that the cost was JD2.06 mil- 


lion or 85 pr cent of the total sales. During 
1997, the cost amounted to JD4.35 mil- 
lion that represented 89 per cent of the 
sales in that year. 

At the end of 1998, the company's 
assets totalled JD4.9 million of which 
current assets were JD3.8 million. The 
general assembly concluded its meeting 
by approving Lhe amortisation of previous 
losses, amounting to JD489.000. from the 
special reserve of “premiums from share 
issuance. “ Which had a balance of 
JD425.000 at the end of 1998 (AJ Ra'i + 
A1 Aswaq + AJ Dustour + A1 Arab Al 
Yawm). 


Middle East Complex for Engineering, 
Electronics and Heavy Industries 
Company benefits from selling abroad 


** THE MIDDLE East Complex for 
Engineering, Electronics and Heavy 
Industries Company boosted irs sales last 
year mainly by concentrating on exports 
and expanding other markets. Board 
Chairman Usama Khalili told the general 
assembly. He said Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
the United Arab Emirates, Palestine, 
Algeria, Azerbijan and Ukraine were 
among the countries which bought prod- 
ucts from the company. 


Sales amounted to about JD26.4 million 
but Khalili highlighted that 42 per cent of 
the total were sold in outside market not- 
ing that the local and regional recession 
and climate changes have negatively 
affected the sales of heaters. 

According to the annual report, the com- 
pany posted a JDI. 27 million net profit 
and had a JD44.26 million in total assets 
of which JD8.5 million were shown as net 
fixed assets ( Al Aswaq + AJ Ra’i). 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 1999 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Your partner is some- 
times annoying but always supportive. He or she is the 
one who will help you solve a nagging problem. You 
know the little voice in the back of your head telling 
^yqu what to do and how you haven’t done it quite right 
yet? Ask for your partner's coaching to put that little 
to rest. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your workload isn't 
heavy, but it is bothersome — a lot of papers to be sort- 
ed and filed — and you probably don’t want to do it. 
But take heart. Confusion that has reigned for days, or 
even weeks, is starting to ease up. By tomorrow you 
should see your way dear, especially if you get some of 
these papers out of the way now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 1 Love is in the air. and 
it could motivate you to try even harder. Success also 
looks assured, although you may have to take a couple 
of steps backwards before you go forward. There 
appear to be lots of contradictions today, but that's not 
really tree. Actually, its all part of getting where you're 
going. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Travel is a possibility 
today, bur not a very good one. If you do travel, give 
yourself extra time, because there will most likely be 
delays. Stay home and make changes to your place 
instead, if you can. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You may be anxious to get 
started on a new project, but don’t take off on it quite 
yeL You need to do a little more homework first. Get a 
good book on the subject and study, to avoid making a 
silly mistake. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) Looks like 
money is coming in today, and lots of work is going 
out. Oops! You might even have to clean up a mess or 
two. They're not your fault. It looks like somebody else 
goofed up. but you're the perfect person to put things 
right. That's why you get to do it. Take it as a compli- 
LIBRA: t September 23 to October 22) You re looking 
verv aood today, even better than usual. You re attract- 
ing lots of attention, but don’t let it turn your head. 
There’s still work that needs to be done, and it needs to 
be done carefully. One little mistake and you 11 have to 

do the whole job over, so take care. 

SCORPIO: t October 23 to November 21) By pulling a 
few suines behind the scenes, you ought to be able to 
get a loved one something really special. Do it not just 
to show you can. but also to see the other person smile. 

Thai's vour real reward. 

SAGITTARIUS: i November — to December -1) 
Somethino you get today or received recently could 
make another possession superfluous. In other ^words. 
now you've sot two of them and you only need one 
Whafs vou do with it? Leave it lying around or give it 
to a friend? The latter is definitely your better option, 
for reasons that will become apparent later. 
CAPRICORN: (December 2- to January -0) If yo 
aredecisive while others 

seif up the ladder to success. Lwks hke the people 
above you don't have a clue, and you do So « Jon i t just 
sit there and be critical. Show them what they re sup- 

education increase your ^ polish, 

obviously intelligent, bm jroureaHy need? If 

Ss you^J vstu.d also , .prove your sidlis. 

PI^MFebmJv 0 'nto March 20, You may still be 
nSCEIS. (Febru^y _ Y want more than you 

feeling u hit .amankero^^ uncofflfonab le. The pnob- 

can affool. and that You Jon - t have your pnor- 

!™VfrSy S set ver Do that firs,, and tomomw wtll be 
much easier. 

Births, one of April: Diamond 


Vivendi 
to buy 
U.S. Filter 
for $6.2b 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
French “group Vivendi has 
confirmed here that it plans 
to buy the leading U.S. water 
treatment group. United 
States Filter Corp. for $6.2 
billion. 

The tender offer, approved 
by the boards of directors of 
both companies at $31.51) 
per share of U.S. Filter com- 
mon stock, is the largest 
French acquisition ever 
made in the United Stales. 
The transaction is subject to 
regulatory approval in the 
United States and by the 
European Commission. 

Once approved, the trans- 
action would nearly double 
the revenues of Vivendi 's 
water treatment business 
through its Generale des 
Eaux subsidiary, the compa- 
nies said in a joint statement. 

U.S. Filter, which is based 
in Palm Desert, California, is 
one of the biggest world 
groups in the sector of water 
treatment. U.S. Filter and 
Paris-based Generale des 
Eaux would have combined 
approximately $12 billion. 
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Japanese markets face big risks in new fiscal year 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
feeble financial markets 
face big risks after a gloomy 
fiscal year that ended 
Wednesday with stocks 
down 4.2 per cent and the 
economy stuck in recession, 
analysts said. 

Over the past 12 months, 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange's 
key Nikkei index dropped 
690.58 points, or 4.2 per 
cent, to finish the financial 
year at 15.836.59 points. 

“Going forward 1 Think the 


A-S.E TRADE 
ACCESS 4646868 


market has probably hit the 
bottom,” said Russell Jones, 
chief economist or Lehman 
Brothers, referring to the 
Nikkei’s October 9, 1998 
low of 12,787.90. 

But for any real improve- 
ment, investors would have 
to see the Bank of Japan 
(BoJ) “turning on the mone- 
tary taps an cTem barking on 
a big expansion in monetary 
supply," he said. 

Such a policy would 
depress the yen but could 
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enliven stocks, Jones said. 

“The risks are still on the 
downside." he cautioned. “It 
is an incredibly fragile econ- 
omy, sentiment among com- 
panies and individuals is at 
rock bottom, people have no 
faith in Japan’s economic 
model, no faith in the eco- 
nomic miracle that was and 
no faith in the bureaucrats to 
do anything about it.” 

The yen had actually 
strengthened over the fiscal 
year, he noted. It was trading 
at 1 33.37-40 to the dollar in 
closing trade on March 31 
last year and was now at 
around 120. 

“The yen strengthening is 
indicative of the BoJ not 
doing enough to ease mone- 
tary policy,” said Jones, 
forecasting a policy switch 
within months to sharply 
loosen the reins. 

Lehman Brothers forecast 
gross domestic product 
would contract 1.5 per cent 
in 1999 and 0.2 per cent in 
2000. It expected the yen to 
trade at 130-35 this calendar 
year. 

Andrew Shipley, econo- 
mist at Schroders Japan, 
said the past fiscal year here 
was tumultuous for global 
financial markets, with 
crises in Asia, Russia, Brazil 


and hedge fund collapses. 

For the future, “my con- 
cern would be that struc- 
turally nothing has changed 
in Japan in terms of deterio- 
rating profitability or the 
passive stance of policy- 
makers to deal with various 
crises which the economy 
continues to face.” he added. 

“I would say if anything 
we will see next year as well 
farther deterioration in 
Japanese asset values,” 
Shipley said, warning that if 
any external shock were to 
strike, lhe “impact could be 
quite severe.” 

For the Nikkei, 16,500 
points may be the ceiling for 
the year, the economist said. 
“I think we have seen the 
top, signs are ... that the 
economy is continuing to 
deteriorate." 

Japan's jobless rate 
climbed to a record high 4.6 
per cent in February, accord- 
ing to figures released the 
previous day. while industri- 
al output slumped 0.6 per 
cent and retail soles slid a 
heavy 2.7 per cent. 

Schroders forecast an eco- 
nomic shrinkage of 1.9 per 
cent this calendar year. 

Even the banking sector's 
much-touted clean-up of 
bad debts following govern- 


ment capital injections in 
return for preference shares 
and bonds issued 
Wednesday was overblown, 
said Shipley. 

“ft is not clear that the 
banks arc generating profits 
at the same rate as bad debts 
are rising due to deflation.” 
the economist said. “We 
have had a temporary respite 
because of the government 
loan guarantees but certain- 
ly ... when bankruptcies 
again shoot up we will be 
facing another banking cri- 
sis." 

Shigeo Mori, director and 
general manager of the equi- 
ty department at Universal 
Securities Co. Ltd., was 
more bullish, forecasting the 
Nikkei index at 19.400- 
19.500 points by September 
and even 22,000-23.000 in 
March 2000. 

“Japanese companies have 
begun to take restructuring 
efforts seriously." he 
said." At the same time, the 
BoJ has supplied a lot of 
money into cash markets by 
cutting the overnight call 
rates to near zero.” 

Both factors had lured for- 
eign investors, he added, 
“which will help a rise in the 
Nikkei." 
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Bekanntmachung 

Fur Deutsche zur Wahl zum Europalschen Parlament 

Am 13. Juni 1999 findet die Wahl der Abgeordneten zum Europiiischen 
Parlament aus der Bundesrepublik Deutschland statt. 

Deutsche, die auBerbalb der Bundesrepublik Deutschland leben und im 
Bundesgebiet keine Wohnung rnehr innehaben, konnen bei Vorliegen der son- 
stigen wahlrechtlichen Voraussetzungen an der Wahl teilnehmen. 

Fur in Jordanien lebende Deutsche 1st zur Wahlteflnahme iul Voraussetzimg, daB 

1. am Wahltage seit ihrem Fortzug aus Deutschland (dies gilt auch fur Brandenburg, 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Sachsen. Sachsen-Anhalt, Thuringen und das' Gebiet des 
friiheren Berlin (Ost)) nicht mehr als 25 Jahre verstrichen sind und 

sie vor ihrem Fortzug aus Deutschland nach dem 23. Mai 1949 mindestens drei 
Monate dort gewohnt Oder sich dort sonst gewobnlich aufgehalten faaben und 

2. sie in ein WShlerverzeichnis in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland eingetragen sind. 

A 




24. Mai 1999 oder spater bei der zustandigen Gemeindebehorde eingeht, kann nicht 
mehr enisprochen werden. 

Antragsvordrucke (Form blatter) sowie informierende Merkblatter konnen bei 

- der deutschen Botschaft 

- dem Bundeswahlleiter, Statistisches Bundesamt, 65180 Wiesbaden, 

- den Kreis-und Stadtwahlleitem in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland 

angefordert werden. 

Weitere Auskiinfte in Jordanien erteilt die Botschaft der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland in Amman: 

Benghazi Str. 25, Jabal Amman, Amman (Post: P.O. Box 183, Amman 11118), 
Telefon (06) 593 0351, Telefax (06) 593 2887 
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A LOVE STORY OF STYLE 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Shops. Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Rea! Estate 

5920605 / 5920609 / 1 079/530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour: fflm 
at our shop and get ' 

* JUMBO photo she 
30% huger. 

* free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SwetfiehTet: 822891 



*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail . cryval® go.com.jn . 


FOR 
l RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 




SfiNABEL 


Real Estate 

S WEI FI YEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960466 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.cnm.jo 

An IndcpnHinrt Bndgri ndfin Liretwr* 





At 6th Circle 

Tei.: 5510001 


Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
Open For Lunch & Dinner 
From 12:30 p.m. Until 12:30 a.m. 

German coffee and cakes served all day 
Sweifich - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 581081 1 
PO Box 6555. Amman-Ill IS Jordan 


The Wedding Place 

Your one night in a life time 
Contact our Banquet Manager. 
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Raptors complete first winning 
month in franchise history 


CLEVELAND (R) — 
The surging Toronto 
Raptors took a big step 
toward shedding the 
expansion team stigma 
on Tuesday by complet- 
ing the first winning 
month in franchise histo- 
ry while closing in on a 
playoff berth. 

Dee Brown drained a 
team-record eight 3- 
pointers to lead the 
Raptors to a 101-91 vic- 
tory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Brown scored 28 
points, making 8-of-14 
shots from behind the arc 
for Toronto, which went 
1 1 -6 in march and moved 
over .500 for just the 
third time in its four-year 
history. 

“I know I had a lot of 
threes. I didn’t know it 
was a team record," 
Brown said. “Every time 
it came off my hand I 
thought it was going in.” 
Doug Christie added 21 
points for the 15-14 
Raptors, who have won 
nine of their last 1 1 
games to move into a tie 
with slumping 

Philadelphia for the last 
playoff spot in the East. 

In New York, Patrick 
Ewing scored a season- 
high " 37 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds as 
the Knicks edged the 
Indiana Pacers 94-93 in a 
contest that turned ugly. 

Latrell Sprewell added 
18 points, including a 
driving layup and a pair 
of free throws in the final 
1:20 that put the Knicks 
ahead for good. 

Ewing got into a scuf- 
fle with Pacers swing- 
man Jalen Rose in the 
second quarter. Rose 
threw a punch intended 
for Ewing that caught 
referee dick Bavetta in 
the nose and he was 
ejected. 

At Golden State, 
Bimbo Coles scored 16 
of his season-high 24 
points in the fourth quar- 
ter as the Warriors 
stunned the league-lead- 
ing Portland Trail 
Blazers 93-90. 

Coles hit a running 
jump shot with 52 sec- 
onds remaining to give 
the Warriors an 84-81 
lead and made five free 
throws in the closing 
seconds to halt 
Portland's six-game win 
streak. 

John Starks scored 16 
points, including three 3- 
pointers in the fourth 
quarter for the Warriors. 

In Orlando, Horace 
Grant hit a 14-footer 
with 16 seconds left and 
Darrell Armstrong forced 
Stephen Marbury to miss 
a potential tying layup in 
the final seconds as the 
eastern conference first- 
place Magic edged the 
last-place New Jersey 
Nets 100-98. 

Nick Anderson led the 
Magic with 28 points. 

In Atlanta, Gram Hill 
scored 28 points, includ- 
ing 10 in a decisive 21-6 
fourth-quarter run, as the 
Detroit Pistons pum- 
melled the Hawks 93-77- 
for their fourth straight 
win. 

Lindsey Hunter added 
21 points for Detroit. 

Steve Smith scored 18 
points to lead Atlanta, 
which saw its five-game 
winning streak halted. 

In Charlotte, Kenny 
Anderson scored 22 



Indiana Pacers’ Mark Jackson (C) puts a shot np between the New York Knicks’ Patrick Ewing (L) and Chris 
Childs (R) in the Erst quarter at Madison Square Garden in New York (AFP photo) 


points, including a key 
3-pointer with 1 :34 
remaining, to lead the 
Boston Celtics to a 109- 
99 victory over the 
Hornets. 

Paul Pierce added 19 
points and Antoine 
Walker 15 for Boston. 
Elden Campbell scored 
17 points to pace the 
Hornets, who saw their 
eight-game home win- 
ning streak snapped. 

In Chicago, Toni 
Kukoc returned from a 
back injury to score 26 
points and hand out 
seven assists in leading 
the Bulls to a 91-81 vic- 
tory over the struggling 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

Allen . Iverson scored 
27 points for the Sixers, 
who suffered their fifth 


In Milwaukee, Glenn 
Robinson nailed a 20- 
foot jumper with 3.1 
seconds remaining to lift 
the Bucks to a 107-105 
victory over the 
Washington Wizards. 

Washington had one 
last chance to win but 
Calbert Cheaney's 3- 
point attempt banked off 
the rim as time expired. 

Milwaukee’s Ray 
Allen, who spend 
Monday night cheering 
his Alma Mater 
Connecticut to its first 
NCAA title, scored 13 of 
his 25 points in the 
fourth quarter and hand- 
ed off to Robinson for 
the winning bucket. 

In San Antonio, Tim 
Duncan scored 12 of his 


26 points in a dominat- 
ing first quarter and 
David Robinson added 
18 points and 10 
rebounds to lead the 
streaking Spurs to a 95- 
87 triumph over the 
Seattle Sujpersonics. 

Avery Johnson added 
14 points for San 
Antonio, which led 27- 
14 after the first quarter 
and never trailed on the 
way to posting its 14th 
win in the last 16 games. 

In Sacramento, Vernon 
Maxwell scored 33 
points and rookie 
Predrag Stojakovic 
added 26 to lead the 
Kings to a 104-101 over- 
time upset of the Utah 
Jazz. 

Vlade Divac was 0-for- 


loss in six games. 

At Minnesota, Terrell 
Brandon scored 16 of his 
22 points in a big third 
quarter and Kevin 

Garnett collected 22 

Detroit 

NBA RESULTS 

93 Atlanta 

77 " 

Boston 

109 

Charlotte 

99 

points, nine rebounds 

Toronto 

101 

Cleveland 

91 

and eight assists to lead 

Oilando 

100 

New Jersey 

98 

Timberwolves to a 98-78 

Minnesota 

98 

Dallas 

78 

romp past the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

New York 

94 

Indiana 

93 

Chicago 

91 

Philadelphia 

81 

Garnett shot 11 -of- 12 

Milwaukee 

107 

Washington 

105 

from the floor and 

San Antonio 

95 

Seattle 

87 

Brandon hit all seven of 

Vancouver 

101 

Denver 

87 • 

his shots in the third 

Golden State 

93 ■_ 

Portland 

90 

quarter, when Minnesota 

Houston 

104 . 

LA Clippers' 

95 

built a comfortable 78- 

- Sacramento 

104 . 

■ Utah' - ■ v 

-.101 (OT) 

55 cushion. 
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9 from the field, but hit 
all eight of his free 
throws for Sacramento, 
including the go-ahead 
foul shots with 45 sec- 
onds left in overtime. 

Karl Malone led Utah 
with 20 points. 

In Los Angeles, Brent 
Price scored 14 of his 19 
points in the fourth 
quarter to lead the 
Houston Rockets to their 
ninth straight victory, a 
104-95 triumph over the 
Clippers. 

Rookie Michael 

Dickerson also scored 19 

g oints and Charles 
arkley pulled down 14 
rebounds for the 
Rockets, who held on 
after allowing the clip- 

§ ers to cut a 22-point 
eficit to five in the 
fourth quarter. 

In Vancouver, Shareef 
Abdur-Rahim scored 22 
oints and rookie Mike 
ibby scored 20 and 
handed out 10 assists as 
the Grizzlies kept the 
Denver Nuggets winless 
away from home with a 
101-87 victory. 

Nick Van Exel collect- 
ed 29 points and 11 
assists to lead the 
Nuggets, who were 
outscored 55-39 in the 
second half to fall to 0- 
15 on the road this sea- 
son. 


Christie 
content 
to watch 
sprinters 
from the 
stands 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Sprint legend Linford 
Christie's 2000 Olympics 
campaign will be restricted 
to coaching others, but as he 
starts celebrating his 39th 
birthday this week he still 
rates himself a strong 
chance of winning this 
weekend’s Stawell Easter 
Gift 

The former Olympic and 
world 100 metre champion 
will start oft a 1.25 metres 
handicap and is rated a 10-1 
bet for the 120m race, which 
has attracted a strong inter- 
national field. 

The 121st Gift tradition- 
ally held over Easter, also 
features one of Christie's 
pupils. European 100m 
champion Darren Campbell, 
and Australian 100m and 
200m champion Matt 
Shirvington. who ate both 
oft scratch. 

Despite the strength of the 
field and his age. Christie 
said Wednesday he was fit 
and was after the A53 1.000 
(SI 9.500) first prize. 

“I don’t gamble but I think 
the prizemoney is pretty- 
good and I think my rivals 
should worry about me.” 
said Christie. 

“I’m cool. I’ve been train- 
ing, I’m okay.” 

Welsh world indoor 400m 
champion Darren Baulch is 
another Christie-trained 
sprinter running at Stawell. 
in country Victoria, though 
in another handicap 400m 
race. 

Other internationals in the 
field include American Greg 
Saddler. last year's runner- 
up to Victorian winner Dale 
Seers, who will join Christie 
off 1.25m. 


300 gold 
medals at 
Sydney 
Games 


SYDNEY (AFP) — There 
will be 300 medal events at 
the 2000 Olympics after the 
Sydney organising commit- 
tee gained approval to add 
synchronised diving to the 
programme. it was 
announced Wednesday. 

SOCOG sports commis- 
sion head John Coates said 
the inclusion of synchro- 
nised diving for the first time 
was an initiative of world 
swimming's governing body 
FINA. 

Thirty-five new events 
have been added since the 
Atlanta Games, including the 
new sports of taekwondo and 
triathlon. SOCOG estimates 
there will be 10,321 athletes 
competing in Sydney, down 
from 10,744 in Atlanta 
because of tougher qualify- 
ing standards. 

Thirty-eight per cent of 
competitors will be women, 
up from 34 per cent at the 
previous Games. Athletics 
will be the biggest sport with 
about 2,000 competitors, fol- 
lowed by swimming with 
744 and rowing wife 550. 
Two hundred countries are 
expected to be represented at 
fee 2000 Games, three more 
than in 1996. 
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‘Matthaeus would be perfect coach 

BONN (R) — Bayern Munich > G^rn 

Matthaeus would be a perfect sum. juried .i- 

coach Erich Ribbeck. Franz B eckenbaua *. ^ ^ 

saving on Wednesday. "Lothar is prates - 
head coach” Beckenbauer told weekly 'P 1 • 

knows how to read ' ~ ^ 

Ribbeck, who was appointed after Beni ' -- - ■ 

down last September, has a contract ninni ^ ^ ^ 

2000. Matthaeus. 38. was to celebrate hi> 

Germanv in an European Championship quaiiii*-* 

Finland later on Wednesday. Beckenbauer ^ l *‘ ‘ 
Bayern Munich president and a vjcc-pri>.u..n« 

German Soccer Federation (DFBi. 

Stojkovic to continue NATO protest 

TOKYO (AFP) — Dragon Stojkovic. coptair. 
Yugoslavia’s 1998 World Cup team, on ^cdr.c^oy 
vowed to continue his protest against NATO ai> 
against his homeland. “I'd like to wear a mourning ba-r- 
on my chest in memory of fee air raid victims, me 
Nagoya Grandpus Eight striker, before his club s mui*... 
against Sanfrecce Hiroshima on Saturday. Stojkovic. * ,n c 



the playing field. The 34-year-old on Saturday took on 
his jersey and flashed an undershirt bearing the English- 
language message “NATO stop strikes" after setting up a 
goal to power Nagoya to a 2-0 win over Vtssel Kor>e. J- 
League chairman Saburo Kawabuchi called on all 26 
clubs in fee first and second divisions to prevent their 
players from bringing politics into sports. 

CAF gives Nigeria deadline 

LAGOS ( AFP) — The Confederation of African Football 
(CAF) has given Nigeria a deadline of April 10 to decide 
whether it will co-host fee 2000 African Nations Cup w ith 
Ghana. CAF offered Nigeria and Ghana co-hosting right-' 
for fee competition which was taken from Zimbabwe 
after it failed to meet stadia and financial targets. Report', 
earlier this month said fee Nigerian government was 
unhappy feat fee offer was only to co-host fee contest and 
was considering rejecting the proposal. The NFA told 
AFP however no decision had been made. Nigeria ha*, 
recently spent SI 10 million on upgrading its stadia ahead 
of fee FIFA World Youth Championship which opens here 
Saturday and runs to April 24. 


Shaq fined NBA scuffles 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Los Angeles Lakers center 
Shaquiile O'Neal was fined S3 .500 and three others also 
received paycheck punishments for their roles in late- 
game scuffles Sunday in the NBA game between the 
Lakers and New York Knicks. O'Neal shoved New York'v 
Chris Dudley wife 6:13 remaining in fee fourth quarter of 
fee game at* Los Angeles. Dudley was fined 52.5GO for 
throwing the basketball at O'Neal in retaliation. New 
York’s Kurt Thomas received fee stiffest fine. $5,000. for 
throwing Dennis Rodman to the floor wife 2.4 seconds to 
play in fee third quarter. Rick Fox of fee Lakers was rlrted 
S2.000 to retaliating against Thomas. 
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Cinema Thearne Cinema 


— — — M | 

Cinema Theame Cinema Thearne Cinea?a 


T bear ne 


CINEMA TEL463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA T 


Tow Hanks & 
Edward Bums ...in 


SAVING 
PRIVATE RYAN 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15,6:15,9:15 


CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA 1 2 ’ 


HAPPY EID TO ALL 

RON3N 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

A LITTLE PRINCESS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30 


CINEMA TEL5899238 

PLAZA 


Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 

TITANIC 

Shows:12:15. 3:30, 6:45, 9:45 


Cir^^MA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 


ALWAD MAHROUS 

BTA'AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12J0, 3:30, 6:13. 8'JO. 10:30 

CONCORDE 2 
MR. BEAN 
Shows: 2:00. 6:00 
TOM & JERKY 
Shows: 12:30,4:00 


CINEMA TEL5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Gallena 
Jackie Chan & Chris Tucker..in 

RUSH HOUR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 

THE MAGIC SWORD 

Shows:5:00 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 ! 

GALLERIA 2 \ 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Ibm Hanks & Meg Ruan..in 

YOU'VE GOT M@>IL 

Shows: 6:15. 8:30, 10:45 

THE MAGIC SWORD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 


Histem Yanes Theatre 

TEL 4625155 


Starting on the Eici... 
the political satire 

AL SALAM AL 

Sianini; at 8:30 p.m 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Juventus to demolish 
$100 million stadium 


TURIN (AFP) — Juventus have unveiled 
plans for a new $220 million siadium 
complex that will mean knocking down 
the $100 million Delle Alpi ground built 
50 metres away for the 1990 World Cup 

In a country where football grounds are 
owned by local councils, Juventus want 
to follow the British tradition of buildino 
and owning their own stadium, albeit 
alongside a new hotel, multi-screen cine- 
ma and restaurants. 

The project has been put to Turin City 
Council, along with the ultimatum that if 
the Serie A giants do not get planning per- 
mission soon, they will leave their current 
ground in the summer of 20U0. 

The unloved Delle Alpi has been an 
expensive flop, dubbed “The Monument 
to Waste” by the Italian press. 

Along with the building cost, which 
was triple the original estimate, its annual 
running expenses of SI. 75 million and 
unused athletics track, have made it 
unpopular with officials and soccer fans 
alike. 

And if Juventus have their way. it will 
be knocked down in 2001 . 

The club, backed by sponsors and busi- 
ness partners, have unveiled a three-phase 
project for a site covering more than 
500.000 square metres, a project unprece- 
dented in Italy. 

Phase one is a training centre with nine 
soccer pitches, changing rooms, gym 


facilities and a club headquarters. Work 
would start in January 2000, followed 
three months later by phase two — a new 
40.000 seater ground just 50 metres from 
the Delle Alpi, to be readv for the 2001- 
2002 season. 

Once the new siadium is finished, the 
Delle Alpi will be demolished and build- 
ing work will begin on a new hotel- 
restaurant -shop complex, complete with 
Juve museum and store, and also includ- 
ing a 20-screen cinema. 

The plan effectively supersedes a previ- 
ous one to re-develop their old ground, 
the Stadio Comunale, now used by the 
champions for training. 

More significantly, the plan risks leav- 
ing second division neighbours Torino 
homeless. Their original ground, the 
Filadeflia, has long been demolished and 
they currently use the Delle Alpi on alter- 
nate Sundays. 

Juventus will not share their new' stadi- 
um complex with the Serie B club who, 
backed with a campaign by Turin-based 
Tuttosporr newspaper, are campaigning 
for a redevelopment of the Filadelfia. 

The Zebras have said they want an 
answer from Turin council within three 
weeks about their project. Though the 
deadline is unrealistic for a local authori- 
ty in Italy, a decision is expected within 
three months. 






Brazilian forward Amoroso (C, #7) scores a goal while Japanese goalie (L) 
extends his hand during the first half of the international football match between 
Brazil and Japan in Tokyo. Amoroso scored the goal to give Brazil a 1-0 lead at 
half-time. Brazil won 2-0 (AFP photo) 


World 

swimming 

body 

announces 

new 

anti-doping 

rules 


KONG (AFP) — 
swimming ‘ body 


HONG 
World 

FIN A on Wednesday 
announced new rules to 
combat illegal drug taking 
in sport, including publish- 
ing a list of banned sub- 
stances for the first time. 

As part of the new doping 
control rules. the 
International Swimming 
Federation also announced 
the setting up of a Doping 
Control Review Board to 
advise on drug cases. 

“We are trying to find the 
best way to fight against 
cheaters.” FINA president 
Mustapha Larfaoui told 
reporters after adopting the 
rules during an extraordi- 
nary congress ahead of the 
world short course champi- 
onships here. 

“But we are never fin- 
ished with this.-I am not 
optimistic enough to think 
we can stamp out doping 
but we will do our best to 
control it,” he said. 

The new rules contain 
two detailed lists of banned 
substances. 

One list outlines those 
drugs which are banned 
during competition, while 
the second lists substances 
that are off limits to swim- 
mers at all times. 

Cannabis is included as a 
banned drug for competing 
athletes, but is not on the 
second list. 

“It is not a substance like 
steroids which allow an 
athlete to become bigger 
and better- over time and 
that is- why -it is banned in 
competition and not oul” 
said FINA Vice President 
and legal adviser Ross 
Wales. 

Commenting on the new 
regulations. Wales said he 
hoped there was less room 
for confusion and interpre- 
tation. 

“Hopefully we are find- 
ing more clear ways to 
express ourselves so there 
is less confusion when the 
lawyers become involved,” 
he said. 

Wales also said FINA 
may in the future consider 
introducing sanctions 
against national swimming 
federations who fail to 
report the results of in- 
country doping tests to the 
organisation. 

“While we re-wrote 
many of our rules they 
were very small steps and 
this is one of the areas 
where we need to make 
another small step.” he 
said. 


Mauresmo tumbles while 
Coetzer advances at WTA event 


HILTON HEAD (AFP) — 
France’s Amelie 

Mauresmo became the 
first top seed to fall at the 
WTA Family Circle Cup, 
being ousted 6-4, 0-6, 6-4, 
by compatriot Nathalie 
Dechy in a second-round 
match here Tuesday. 

South Africa's Amanda 
Coetzer, seeded fifth, 
advanced to the third 
round by beating Russia’s 
Elena Makarova 6-3. 7-5, 
while eighth seed 
Mauresmo was eliminated 
by 31 st-ranked Dechy on 
a windy day. 

“It’s one of my biggest 
wins.” Dechy said. “But 
in Paris I won against 
(Sandrine) Testud, who 
was good also, then (Iva) 
Majoli, so I had some 
good wins this year." 

Dechy has played 
Mauresmo since the two 
were junior rivals and 
knew how to take advan- 
tage of early errors by the 
Australian Open standout. 

“I started the match I 
was aggressive. So she 
couldn’t find her rhythm, 
her timing and every- 
thing. But I play my 
game," Dechy said. “I 
practised with her two 
days ago, and I knew that 



Amelie Mauresmo 

she could make some mis- 
take during one set and 
then play a lot better at 
the other set. So that’s 
what she did.” 

She explained the sec- 
ond-set wipeout as a 20- 
minute rest. 

“1 was taking a break. 1 
don’t know. I didn’t move 
so well in the second set, 
and she didn't - the mis- 


takes she made in the first 
set. she didn’t make any 
mistake in the second set. 
In the second set she did- 
n't miss anything and it 
was very tough ~to play 
her.” 

Asked about 

Mauresmo’s going public 
with her homosexuality, 
Dechy said the revelation 
changed nothing and they 
remain friendly rivals. 


“I think it's her private 
life. She does what she 
has to do with this. She 
found a balance with that 
and she's good like that, 
and we don't have to care 
about her private life. 

She’s doing what she 
wants to do. and the 
French public has been 
very approving for her 
during the tournament in 
Paris. It’s good.” 


Half-a-Keegan better than 
no Keegan decide FA bosses 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Football Association 

chiefs have given the first 
indication that they may 
be prepared to let Kevin 
Keegan cany on coach- 
ing England on a part- 
time basis after his cur- 
' rent contract expires. 

” Fulham manager 

Keegan has a four-match, 
part-time contract with 
the FA to look after the 
national team until the 
summer of 2000 - by 
which time we will know 
if England have qualified 
for Euro 2000. 

But after the success 
and euphoria of 
Saturday's 3-1 victory 
over Poland, the FA have 
admitted they would find 
it difficult to turn down 
Keegan if next summer 
he asks to carry on with 
his part-time ' arrange- 
ment. 

Although the Football 
Association insist their 
top priority is to find a 
full-time coach, they will 
consider allowing 

Keegan to stay on at the 
England helm on a part- 
time basis through to the 
Euro 2000 finals — if he 
secures a place in them. 

The powers that be at 
Lancaster Gate are huge- 


ly encouraged by what 
they have seen so far 
from Keegan after just 
one match in charge. 

He has already 
achieved emphatically 
the FA’s first priority, 
which was to raise die 
morale of everyone who 
cared about the England 
team. 

His contract as Chief 
Operating Officer at 
Craven Cottage expires 
in June 2000, but one 
solution is for him to 
combine both jobs next 
season. 

Sources at the FA have 
revealed they will con- 
sider allowing Keegan to 
continue on a part-time 
basis if he wants to cany 
on that way. 

“If in June of next year 
the relationship between 
Kevin and our Technical 
Director Howard 

WiLkinson and his team is 
going well, and England 
are in Euro 2000 and in a 
strong position, then we 
would be stupid not to 


consider such a request.” 
said one FA insider. 

Both Keegan and the 
FA have agreed that now 
is not the time to discuss 
the issue of who will lead 
England beyond qualifi- 
cation for the 2000 
European Championship. 
In the meantime they 
shall remain in constant 
touch and monitor the 
success of the current 
working arrangement. 

Keegan's determination 
to stand down in June 
appears to be softening, 
and victories by England 
in their next three match- 
es could persuade him to 
stay on as coach of the 
national side, according 
to acting FA Chairman 
Geoff Thompson. 

Thompson said: 

“Perhaps after he has 
been successful in his 
next matches he and the 
country will feel he is the 
right man for the job and 
that he is the right man to 
lead us into the European 
Championships in the 


Low Countries next 
year.” 

Talks about Keegan's 
future may take place 
before England's next 
match, the friendly 
against Hungary on April 
28, and Thompson added: 
“I have no doubt that they 
will sit down and discuss 
the matter.” 

But Fulham captain 
Chris Coleman fears 
Keegan will succumb to 
the temptation of taking 
the England job on a full- 
time basis. 

Wales defender 

Coleman said: “Fulham's 
players are stoning to 
fear the worst. 

“There has to be doubt 
in our minds about the 
future after Mr. A1 
Fayed’s comments that 
he might be prepared to 
release Kevi n and the 
fact that England got off 
to a blistering start under 
Kevin.” 



FOR SALE 


Brand New American -made bedroom (king 
size headboard, 2 night stands, dresser & 
mirror plus Chest of drawers) 

r Contact: 079-537024 /079-565646] 


2 and 3 April 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Main Road, Shmeisani 
Used furniture and household items 


Tel: 5662445 
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BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favourite airline 


PV 


Live Music 

every Monday & Thursday 
with “Black Iris” 



ets 


PUB & RESTAURANT 

First Drink on The House 


Sweifiyeh - behind Istiklal Bookshop 
Tel.: 5816690 Cellular: 079/512505 


JORDAN TIMES E-MAIL: 

jotimes@go.com.jo 


Please join us at the opening of 

a unique exhibition of 

Hand-painted Ostrich Eggs 

depicting wild animals of Jordan 
by ‘Oraib Sakkijha 

Wednesday 7 April 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

on sale at Jordan River Designs 

at 6th left turn off Rainbow St. from 1st Circle, Jabal Amman 

Exhibition lasts thru Tue. 13 April 

(8 a.m. -7 p.m. daily; 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Fri.) 

For details call 

Wadi Dana Nature Shop 4655346 
The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 

helping nature, helping people 



Iraq blasts NATO strikes amid 
reports of deal with Belgrade 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
condemned deadly NATO 
air strikes on Yugoslavia on 
Wednesday as Britain's chief 
of staff said the alliance had 
identified military links 
between the two nations. 

Abdul Ghani Abdul 
Ghafur. a member of the rul- 
ing Baath Party's leadership, 
told Baghdad's newspapers 
that the strikes in Yugoslavia 
were “proof that the United 
States was carrying out a 
plot against free countries.” 

“Yugoslavia's firmness 
against the American strikes 
shows that Iraq's resis- 
tance... has been fruitful and 
was an example for the 
world's countries and peo- 
ples to defend their sover- 
eignty' and territorial integri- 
ty ” lie said. 

He dismissed U.S. sugges- 
tions that the strikes were 
defending Muslims in 
Kosovo and said such 
“claims... only provoke deri- 
sion.” 

NATO vowed on Tuesday 
to pursue air strikes against 
Yugoslavia, rejecting a 
Russian-brokered proposal 
to end its campaign which 
had failed to budge Belgrade 
enough to satisfy alliance 


leadens. 

Meanwhile. British Chief 
of Staff Sir Charles Guthrie 
told a London press confer- 
ence that Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic and 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
have been cooperating 
extensively on military mat- 
ters. 

“Serbia is now a key mili- 
tary ally for Iraq, eager to try 
and help meet all Iraq’s key 
military procurement and 
technical priorities, helping 
to replace equipment dam- 
aged or destroyed during 
Operation Desert Fox," the 
air campaign against Iraq 
launched in December, he 
said. 

He said there had been a 
“continuous two-way flow 
of military and defence 
industry delegations” 
between Serbia and Iraq in 
the past few months. 

Earlier in March, a Serbian 
delegation toured Iraqi air 
defence sites, presumably to 
discuss tactics for combating 
allied aircraft involved in 
bombing raids against Iraq 
and Yugoslavia, he said. 

“We have seen some of 
these Iraqi tactics put into 
practice already over 


Israel permits pacifist demo in Hebron 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel’s army has issued 
a rare permit for a protest demonstration by Israeli peace activists 
in the West Bank city of Hebron, where zealous Jewish settlers 
are a constant source of tension with the city's Palestinian major- 
ity. Peace Now. a movement opposed to Jewish settlement of the 
occupied territories, said it had been authorised by the army to 
hold a demonstration on April 9 outside the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs, a holy site known to Muslims as the Ibrahimi 
Mosque. The mosque was the scene of a 1994 massacre in 
which a Jewish settler opened fire on Muslim worshippers, 
killing 29 Palestinians. The Israeli activists want to protest 
against a decision by Israel's right-wing government to install 
new mobile homes in one of the Jewistienclaves located in the 
centre of Hebron, a city of 150.000 Palestinians. 


Netanyahu relative backs Palestinian state 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's own brother-in-law came out Wednesday in favour 


of Palestinian statehood, an option fiercely opposed by the right- 
wing head of government. Malania Ben Ana. a mathematician, 
was one of 520 intellectuals and peace activists who signed a 
petition published on Wednesday calling on Israel to permit the 
establishment of an independent Palestinian stale in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Ben Artzi is one of two brothers to 
Netanyahu’s wife Sarah. The other. Hagai Ben Arm. is a far- 
right militant who has harshly criticised the prime minister for 
signing even timid land-for-security accords with the 
Palestinians. 


Israeli warplanes raid southern Lebanon 


TYRE (AFP) — Israeli warplanes on Wednesday bombed 
strongholds of the Shiite Muslim HizboUah militia in the Israeli- 
occupied security zone in southern Lebanon, police said Two 
Israeli jets fired two missiles on the zone following Israeli mor- 
tar attacks near the villages of Zibkin and Jabal A1 Boom, they 
said without giving word on casualties or damage. The strikes 
followed an earlier attack on an Israeli position in the zone that 
was claimed by HizboUah. 


‘Algeria trills 40 rebels in heavy shelling’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian government troops killed 40 
Islamists this week in a campaign against guerrillas who staged 
this year’s deadliest attack against the army a local daily said on 
Wednesday. ‘The bodies of many terrorists have been tern apart 
beyond recognition by the heavy shelling,” the French-language 
daily La Tribune said, using die official tom to describe radical 
Islamists fighting the largely secular government. The army had 
not commented on its two- week-old campaign against rebel 
hideouts in Bouira, about 90 km east of Algiers, where 16 sol- 
diets were killed and 22 injured in an ambush in early March. 
Algerian newspapers said elite troops backed by helicopter gun- 
ships and artillery attacked targets in the thick forests of Bouira 
where the rebels from Algeria's most radical faction, the Armed 
Islamic Group (CIA), were hiding. 


400 Turkish Islamists arrested 


ANKARA (AFP I — Turkish security forces have arrested some 
400 people in a month-long sweep against an Islamist organisa- 
tion operating in the southeastern provinces, die Anatolia news 
agency reported Wednesday. More than 1,000 policemen took 
part in some 250 raids against the Scientists' group, a sub-organ- 
isation of the ultra-fundamentalist HizboUah, in Diyartokh: 
Mardin and Batman provinces. Diyaibakir police chief Gafiar 
Okkan said. Authorities said the Scientists' aimed to establish a 
‘TCurdish-lslamic stale” on Turkish soil and were cooperating 
with the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). Okkan said documents 
found in the raid showed that the organisation had at least 20,000 
members. “HizboDah is the greatest threat to the country after the 
PKK.” he said. 


Kurdish group claims it foiled PKK attack 


DUBAI (AFP) — An Iraqi Kurdish group claimed on 
Wednesday it had foiled a massive explosives attack by a 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) operative in the north of Iraq 10 
days ago. In a statement received here, the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) said it had arrested a PKK member carrying “a 
large quantity of TNT,” on March 2 1, the eve of the Kurdish new 
year. The statement said the Syrian national's aim wasrcVfrars- 
form the celebrations in Iraqi Kurdistan into a bloodbath” by lay- 
ing explosives and mines in the area. It said the man had admit- 
ted bang sent by the PKK. which is fighting for a Kurdish home- 
land in southeastern Turkey. The KDP also said the PKK had 
detonated a bomb on March 10 in the Iraqi town of Dohuk in 
front of a Turkmenistan patty’s office. The United Nations con- 
firmed the stray and said the unidentified man carrying the bomb 
was killed in the attack and four people wens slightly injured 


Serbia,” since NATO air 
strikes against Yugoslav tar- 
gets began a week ago. he 
said. 

The Pentagon on Monday 
said Yugoslavia and Iraq 
might look for ways to coop- 
erate militarily in the face of 
air attacks by U.S. and allied 
warplanes since both coun- 
tries have similar Soviet- 
style air defences. 

London's Sunday 

Telegraph reported that 
Yugoslavia had agreed to 
help Iraq rebuild its air 
forces, particularly its air 
defences, in return for Iraqi 
help in withstanding allied 
air assaults. 

Meanwhile the Iraqi infor- 
mation ministry’s weekly 
AJif Ba newspaper urged 
Russia to break the UNI. 
embargo on Iraq as punish- 
ment for the strikes. 

“It is a good moment for 
the Russian leadership to 
strike a harsh blow against 
the American administration 
by lifting the embargo on 
Iraq, in response to the U.S.- 
NATO strikes on 
Yugoslavia.” the newspaper 
said. 

“NATO is convinced that 
Russia will not respond with 


force to its aggression, and 
that all it can do is to break 
its relations with NATO and 
provide arms to Yugoslavia.” 
Alif Ba said. 

“Since America and NATO 
did not consult the U.N. 
Security Council before 
striking Yugoslavia, it is 
Russia's right to take a uni- 
lateral decision," by lifting 
the embargo imposed on 
Iraq following its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Iraq was among the first to 
condemn the NATO strikes, 
saying the organisation was 
being used as a “tool” of the 
United States. U.S.-led war- 
planes carried out a four-day 
air campaign against Iraq in 
mid-December. 

The United States and 
Britain have since carried 
out almost daily strikes in 
“no-fly" zones of northern 
and southern Iraq, as 
Baghdad challenges their 
overflights of its territory. 

But a lull in the attacks has 
taken hold since March 19. 
coinciding with the annual 
Muslim pilgrimage to 
Mecca. Neither Iraq nor the 
United States has given an 
explanation for the halt in 
the bombings. 


Lebanon premier 
denies rumours of 


cabinet reshuffle 


BEIRUT (AFPj — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Salim Hoss 
angrily denied tumours that 
his four-month-old govern- 
ment was headed for a reshuf- 
fle ahead of a crucial cabinet 
meeting Wednesday on the 
nation’s shaky finances. 

“We do not see any such 
action.” Hoss told the inde- 
pendent A 1 Nahar newspaper, 
trying to quash widespread 
speculation that Finance 
Minister Georges Conn will 
step down and spark a broader 
shakeup in the administration. 

The paper reported that 
Hoss and President Emile 
Lahoud met on Tuesday to 
discuss their “anger and aston- 
ishment" at the rumours, 
which the prime minister said 
were being spread by ousted 
government officials keen to 
return to power. 

Meanwhile, the Daily Star 
reported that Hoss said free- 
doms introduced by Ws 
administration bad allowed 
“the opposition to criticise us 
so strongly that some oppo- 
nents don't hesitate to slander 


But the denials have not 
stopped the swirl of rumours, 
which AJ Nahar stud would 
become reality after the 
approval of the government’s 
1999 budget 

“Despite the energetic 
denials of Hoss, reports from 
those close to die government 
say there wfl] be a reshuffle 
soon.” respected A1 Nahar 
columnist Sarkis Nawm said. 

The resignation of Camt 
“who has more than once 
threatened to step down 
because of opposition cam- 


paigns as well as differences 
with other ministers on eco- 
nomic and financial questions, 
would lead to a reshuffle." he 
said. 

“But everyone believes it 
will not happen until after the 
budget is approved" he said 

The A1 Hayat paper said 
Saturday that Corm is deter- 
mined to give up his post fol- 
lowing ” struggles with 
Economy Minister Nasser 
Saidi over new' taxes aimed at 
refilling the nation's coffers. 

Sources close to Corm said 
the finance minister “has not 
ruled out any possibility but 
would be inclined to resign 
after the budget is passed" 
probably in June. 

Corm! Hoss and Lahoud 
have repeatedly put the blame 
for the nation’s empty treasury 
on the administration of the 
previous prime minister, bil- 
lionaire entrepreneur Rafik 
Hariri. 

A number of Hariri associ- 
ates have beat ousted from 
top public sector positions 
since Hoss took office in 
December, and Hariri’s for- 
mer oil minister is currently 
the target of an investigation 
into the embezzlement of mil- 
lions of dollars by public offi- 
cials. 

“All the studies... have con- 
ducted that tiie current crisis 
can be overcome, provided 
there is general cooperation 
among all to remedy a prob- 
lem which this government 
has inherited and which is 
caused by the size of the pub- 
lic debt and overspending by 
previous governments." 
Lahoud said last week. 


Jordan Times, Thursda y-Friday, April 1-2, 1999 



EASTER IN SPAIN: A hooded penitent walks past a window of Seville's bullring 
while marching downtown in a traditional Holy Week proccession on Wednesday. 
The Andalusian capital typically hosts numerous Easter celebrations (Reuters 
photo) 


Iraq needs foreign oil 
investments, U.N. says 


UNITED NATIONS fR> — 
Iraq, since the 1991 Gulf War. 
has slipped from "relative 
affluence to massive poverty” 
and should be allowed to 
receive foreign oil invest- 
ments. a report released on 
Tuesday said 

The report to the Security- 
Council from a four-member 
panel of senior U-N- officials, 
says that even if stringent 
u!N .sanctions were lifted “it 
w-ill take a long time before the 
infrastructure is repaired and 
the economy recovers.*’ 

The panel said Iraq should 
be allowed to export as much 
oil as it can to finance needed 
goods under the U.N. “oil-for- 
foocT programme but it did 
not directly call for lifting 
stringent U.N. sanctions, 
imposed after Baghdad invad- 
ed Kuwait in 1990. 

Nevertheless its proposals 
included an easing of some 
sanctions, such as allowing 
foreign oil companies and oth- 
ers to invest in such Iraqi 
exports as fertiliser, sulphur, 
urea, dates, nuts and agricul- 
ture in general. 

The report also said the oil 
firms could share with Iraq 
spare parts it needs to upgrade 
its dilapidated oil equipment. 

The United States and others 
have proposed lifting the ceil- 
ing on oil sales, now at S5.25 
billion every six months to 
finance humanitarian supplies 


under the oil -for- food pro- 
gramme. But low oil prices 
have prevented Iraq from even 
reaching the current ceiling. 

Diplomats said the United 
States and Britain would prob- 
ably object to investments 
from oil companies and other 
industries into Iraq’s domestic 
economy, even if such ven- 
tures were supervised by the 
United Nations. 

While the panel said Iraq 
was responsible for some of 
the problems in distributing 
supplies, particularly medi- 
cine, it made dear that the 
UJM. oil-for-food programme 
was inadequate, particularly 
during periods of falling oil 
prices. 

‘The humanitarian situation 
in Iraq will continue to be a 
dire one in the absence of a 
sustained revival of the Iraqi 
economy, which in rum cannot 
be achieved through remedial 
humanitarian efforts." the 
report said. 

The panel was one of three 
set up by the council all head- 
ed by Celso Amorim. Brazil’s 
UNI. ambassador, in an effort 
to find a basis for its policies 
on Iraq, stymied since mid- 
December bombing raids by 
tiie United States and Britain. 

One panel looked into the 
fate of 605 Kuwaiti and other 
prisoners during Iraq's occu- 
pation of Kuwait after it invad- 
ed tiie emirate in August 1990. 


It concluded Iraq had not 
given adequate explanations 
about prisoners or property it 
looted 

The most controversial was 
an arms panel that reported in 
opaque language on Monday 
and said intrusive inspections 
under a monitoring pro- 
gramme needed to resume in 
Iraq. It also called for a “reno- 
vated" or restructured U.N. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM). now responsible 
for Iraq’s weapons of destruc- 
tion. 

The humanitarian panel con- 
cluded that Iraq since 1990 has 
“experienced a shift from rela- 
tive affluence to massive 
poverty.” Infant mortality is 
the highest in the world, and 
chronic malnutrition affects 
every fourth child under five. 

Only 41 per cent of the pop- 
ulation has regular access to 
clean water and 83 per cent of 
all schools need substantial 
repairs. The UJM. 
Development Programme cal- 
culates it would take $7 billion 
to rehabilitate the power sector 
to its 1990 capacity, the report 
said 

Other recommendations 
included temporarily reducing 
the 30 per cent Iraq has to pay 
from its oil revenues into a 
fund for Kuwaiti Gulf War 
victims by asking govern- 
ments and institutions to delay 
their claims. 


Court cuts damages in ‘McLibel’ case Arafat’s adviser 


LONDON (R) — Fast food 
giant McDonald's and two 
penniless environmental 
activists both claimed victory 
on Wednesday when a court 
reduced damages in the so- 
called McUbel trial. 

A three-judge panel of foe 
high court cut the damages that 
were awarded to McDonald's 
at the end of England's longest 
trial in 1997 to 40.000 pounds 
($64,000) from 60,000 pounds 
($96500). The activists had 
appealed against the damages, 
which were awarded because 
of allegations they made in a 
leaflet about McDonald's treat- 
ment of its employees and foe 
standani of its food safety. 

In Wednesday’s decision, the 
judges said it was a fair com- 
ment to say McDonald’s 
employees worldwide do badly 
in terms of pay and conditions. 

“More significantly, we have 
concluded tint the allegation in 
the leaflet about a very real 
risk’ of heart disease from a diet 
affected by eating McDonald’s 
food was justified," foe judge- 
ment said. 

Activists Helen Steel 33. and 


David Morris, 44, who had 
conducted their own defence in 
the 314-day original trial, said 
they would continue their fight 
to overturn the original verdict 
and against McDonald’s prac- 
tices. 

“Campaigners around foe 
wold have now the backing of 
the [English] courts in their 
opposition to McDonald’s.” 
Steel told reporters after three 
judges handed down foe judge- 
ment in an oak-panelled court- 
room. 

“We intend to take this to the 
House of Lords and the 
European Court of Justice if 
necessary.” she said. 

Maris and Steel dressed in 
jeans and coats, arrived at the 
cam to cheers from about 20 
supporters, many carrying 
placards foar said: 
“McMurder” and “McProfirs.” 

McDonald's said it wel- 
comed foe judges' decision to 
uphold the 1997 veidict that 
other allegations over foe com- 
pany’s environmental record 
and food safety were defamato- 
ry- 

in the pamphlet, foe activists 


said McDonald’s was responsi- 
ble for starvation in foe Third 
World and rain forest destruc- 
tion. It said McDonald’s food 
was a poison and cancer risk, 
and that the company dis- 
missed prtHiraon workers. 

The 1997 ruling said the alle- 
gations injured foe company’s 
reputation 

“McDonald’s has always 
stressed the importance of a 
balanced diet and lifestyle 
when considering questions of 
nutrition” it said in a statement 
issued after Wednesday’s ver- 
dict. 

The appeal judges upheld the 
previous trial’s ruling that other 
allegations against McDonald's 
were justified, including that its 
advertising exploited children, 
it was responsible for cruelty to 
some animals and pretended its 
food had a positive nutritional 
benefit 

The “McDonald’s Two” said 
the fast food group had brought 
foe case to stop distribution of 
the pamphlet — “What’s 
wrong with McDonalds” — 
even though it was now avail- 
able to millions via the Internet 


resigns, runs for 
Israeli parliament 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A top adviser to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat resigned Tuesday and 
said he would run for a seat in 
foe Israeli parliament. 

Ahmad Tibi, who holds 
Israeli citizenship and speaks 
fluent Hebrew, joined an 
Israeli Arab party whose 
leader is the first Arab to run 
for prime minister 

“As of today I am a repre- 
sentative of the Baiad Ptirty 
and cease to be the adviser of 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. I 
informed him of my resigna- 
tion today,” Tibi (old Israel 
Radio, adding foal h had been 
accepted. 

His candidacy is likely io 
draw sharp reactions from far 
right-wing Israelis who 
oppose current peace agree- 
ments with the Palestinians. 

When Baiad Party leader 


Azmi Bishara lira hinted he 
would run for prime minister, 
several lawmakers tried 
unsuccessfully to pass a law 
banning non-Jews from hold- 
ing the country's hiehesi 
office. 

Right-wing Israelis have 
attacked Tibi bitterly for serv- 
ing Arafat, accusing him of 
disloyalty to Israel a charge 
which he dismissed. 

“I am proud to have served. 
Now I am tumins over a new 
leaf,” he said. 

In foe 1996 elections. Tibi's 
name was used in negative 
campaign slogans by foe right- 
wing. suggesting that he was 
hooked-in with dovish parties 
who would put more po^er in 
foe hands of Arafat. 

Bishara said Tuesday drat he 

were ofl ferinB a new 
fand of leadership t0 (he Israeli 
Arab mmorirv. 




Magic smugglers 
curse Kuwait 


KUWAIT cm' 'AFP> - 

Kuwaiti customs officials are 
hc:n t: rn cr* heittod tty 

incrjusinc an vora’il' witch- 

craft arJ Mack magic para- 
phernalia entering the emirate, 
a newspaper Niki Wednesday 
Cu>n 'm s * 'ffic’.ais an: facing a) 
"on^iu-sDi of cluims , •’•iKh 
a> .snuleis previous vaoncs, 
stni’C anc ksjvt scrolls with 
strange inscrirtion.'s Ai Arfoa 
"Witchcraft and Wade 
jjjjjjjc »;Ti uggi i ng is a new phe- 
nomenon :n Kuwait, said 
Suleiman Al Fuftud. cutfnrrfc 
chic) Kuwait'- airport. He 
sj-d that book* on snrcerv and 
loots such a> stones jpd animal 
pans including hear and Earth 
had also been seized adding 
that the smuggler, were net 
only foe “poor and illiterate." 


Bird ruins model’s 
roller coaster ride 


i 


WILLIAMSBURG «APl — 
Busch Gardens touted PjNo\ 
ride on a new roller coaster 
called Apollo's chariot as 
■■.Modem-Day Adorns vs 
Andcnt-Duy Sun God." But a 
bird upstaged foe supermodei 
and the nde.The animal ha 
Fabio on foe nose and cut him. 
sending Mood streaking down 
his chin and cheeks. Several 
women sitting near lam in 
white tunics, portraying god- 
desses. were splattered with 
blood Fabio was treated for a 
one-inch an on foe bridge of 
his nose and released from a 
hospital. ‘Tie's fine, no serious 
injimes." park spokeswtmsi 
Deborah L Demarco said "I 
don't know about the bird’s 
plight-" 


Time enough for 
‘please 1 


NEW YORK (AP) — New 
York's subway conductor* will 
be allowed to keep saying foe 
magic word The city transit 
agency decided Tuesday that it 
doesn't take too long, after all 
io say “please” before asking 
riders to stand dear of foe clov 
ing doors. Earlier this week, the 
agency said conductors could 
help speed train service, and 
save five seconds ai evciy step, 
by dropping the word ’■please" 
But foe idea didn’t sil w ell with 
riders and commuter adv ocates 
who insisted thou is always 
enough time to be polite. 
Transit officials were forced to 
quickly admit that the idea was 
silly. 


Fewer commercials 
on Japanese TV 


TOKYO (.AP) — TV viewers 
in the city of Shizuoka struck it 
lucky. The station there admits 
that it neglected to run thou- 
sands of ads ov er the past three 
years. Japanese newspapers 
reported Wednesday. .An inter- 
nal investigation ai Shizuoka 
Daiichi Television Cotp. found 
that foe broadcaster failed to air 
3.702 paid commercials since 
April 1996. the Asahi Shimbun 
reported. No one noticed, 
including foe 1 30 clients wfro 
had booked foe ads. until 
someone sent an anonymote 
letter tipping off foe station’s 
biggest advertisers. the 
Yomiuri Shimbun reported 
There was no indication of 
whether station employees 
were greedy or fonsetfuL ’ 


NYC mayor opens 

anti-Hillary 

Website 


ALB .ANY' (AP) — New York 
City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
has a message for Hfllary 
Rodham Clinton, and his Vifeb 
site address savs ft all 
“hillaryno.com.” ’ The 
Republican mavor and the first 
lad >‘ might face each other in a 
race for foe Senate seat being 
^cated next year bv Democrat 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan. The 
^eb site went on-line during 
foe weekend Giuliani said that 
cn Tuesday alone, foe site had 
1-100 volunteers 
« ne last Web site that was » 

jem e was foe Victoria Secrets 
£eb site.” foe mayor said The 
Fnends of Giuliani ate opens 
^ a pltoto of a sntilin* first lady 
*ifo her thumbs up and the 
roesage: “U.S. Senate: For 
P"Aen leaders, not a proving I 

ground." 
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